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AN  ARABIAN  TALE. 


WITH  THE  HISTORY  OF 

BASIL ; 

OR 

THE  HAPPY  FAMILY. 


A  MORAL  TALE. 


“  Malouka  returned  thanks  to  God,  and  having  piled  a.  few  stoi! 
“  together,  she  endeavoured  to  raise  herself  to  the  part  which  v 
“  broken  through  :  having  reached  it  with  her  hand,  she  suspenc 
“  herself,  and  placing  her  feet  on  the  projecting  parts  of  the  w 
“  gflidually  reached  the  summit,  and  escaped  through  the  opening.” 
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MALOUKA; 


THE  PIOUS  MUSSULMAN. 


AN  ARABIAN  TALE, 

Translated  from  the  French  of  M.  De  St.  Jory. 


rpHH  daughter  of  Redi  Maasan,  who  was  chief  of  an  Arab  ,  ; 
X  tribe,  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Never  I 
were  the  exquisite  charms  of  beauty  more  elegantly  displayed 
than  in  her  person,  and  she  was  as  amiable  as  she  was  Beauti-* 
ful.  Her  mind  was  cultivated,  inimitable  modesty  attended  all 
her  actions,  and  she  was  frequent  in  prayer  and  meditation.-—* 
The  name  of  this  incomparable  female  was  Malouka.  Her  j, 
motlier  died  a  few  days  after  site  was  born,  as  if  nature  was 
exhausted  in  giving  birth  to  such  a  prodigy. 

Redi  Maasan,  notwithstanding  the  profound  grief  he  felt  for  | 
the  death  of  his  wife,  lived  about  sixteen  years,  which  period  j! 
he  employed  in  exercises  of  sublime  piety,  and  in  training  up 
his  daughter  in  the  practice  of  every  virtue,  when  God  called 
this  amiable  man  from  the  pilgrimage  of  this  life  to  the  man-  j 
sions  of  glory.  Malouka,  raising  her  hands  to  heaven,  thus  j 
addressed  the  Deity O  thou  Omnipotent  Hope  and  comfort 
of  the  afflicted,  refuge  and  protector  of  the  innocent— deign  to 
regard  with  thy  favour  thy  creature  now  separated  from  my 
father  by  the  stroke  of  death.— I  adore  the  decrees  of  thy  pro¬ 
vidence— I  submit  with  resignation  to  thy  will— I  desire  none 
of  those  enjoyments  which  tire  world  so  eagerly  seek  after.--** 

I  alone  supplicate,  O  my  God,  that  thou  wilt  strengthen  my 
virtue,  and  fortify  me  against  those  seducing  objects  which 
may  feud  to  corrupt  my  innocence. 

Malouka  lived  six  months  in  those  practices  of  devotion  she 
had  always  been  accustomed  to.  Her  reputation  was  spread  tar 
and  wide.— A  rich  Arabian,-  named  Mahmoud  Kourdac,  with  * 
magnificent  and  numerous  escort,  came  to  ask  her  in  njsrri)%c. 
Thirty  camels  were  laden  with  tents  and  furniture ;  one  hun¬ 
dred  slaves  conducted  twelve  chariots,  which  were  attended  by 
a  multitude  of  horsemen,  mounted  on  tile  finest  Arabian  cotsv 
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sers. — The  modest  Malouka  was  neither  dazzled  with  tha 
splendour  of  the  eauipage,  nor  with  the  elegant  appearance  of 
her  suitor,  whose  beauty  as  much  surprised  others  as  the  bril¬ 
liant  tulip  on  the  gay  parterre,  enriched  with  a  thousand  co¬ 
lours,  exceeds  the  rose  and  the  violet.  Malouka  prostrated 
herself  at  the  foot  of  the  Most  High,  and  implored  preservation 
at.  such  a  crisis.  She  wished  not  to  receive  any  visit  from 
Malunoud  Kourdac,  until  she  was  properly  informed  of  his 
character  and  his  manners,  that  she  might  not  be  deceived  by  a 
gay  and  splendid  exterior.  Upon  enquiry  she  found  that  Mah¬ 
moud  Kourdac  was  held  in  the  highest  veneration  for  his  vir¬ 
tues.  He  was  a  good  son,  a  good  neighbour,  a  good  friend, — 
amiable  in  society,  and  so  benevolent  as  to  give  a  tenth  part  of 
his  substance  to  the  poor.  He  was  assiduous  at  the  Mosque, 
made  frequent  ablutions,  knew  the  Koran  by  heart,  and  all 
the  hymns  and  prayers  in  praise  of  tire  Most  High  and  of  his 
Prophet.  Though  not  forty  years  old,  he  had  made  three  pil¬ 
grimages  to  Mecca.  She  heard  such  a  character  of  him,  that 
she  doubted  not  but  that  Divine  Providence  had  destined  him 
for  her  husband. — She  gave  him  her  hand :  the  marriage  cere¬ 
mony  was  celebrated  with  great  pomp.  For  two  years  they 
lived  in  a  state  of  the  most  relined  happiness  and  felicity. — 
Mahmoud  was  afterwards  obliged  to  quit  his  beloved  wife,  and 
take  a  journey  into  Egypt  on  important  business.  The  idea  of  .a 
speedy  return,  and  their  opinion  of  each  other’s  fidelity,  made 
their  separation  easy.  The  adieu  was  tender, — “  I  ga,  my 
dear  Malouka,”  said  he,  ‘‘  and  my  grief  at  parting  I  cannot 
conceal.*’— “  I  shall  never  lose  sight  of  you,”  replied  Malouka. 
^  You  will  be  ever  present  to  my  view.  I  small  talk  to  you 
by  day  and  by  night :  no  distance  can  ever  separate  two  heart3 
which  are  united  as  ours.”  They  separated ;  and  Mahmoud, 
mounting  his  horse,  rode  off  swift  as  lightniug.  Malouka  faint¬ 
ed,  and  Fell  into  the  arms  of  her  slaves,  j^abiskay,  brother 
to  Mahmoud,  whom  he  had  left  to  take  charge  of  his  affairs 
during  his  absence,  was  present  when  she  fainted.  Her 
charms  were  heightened  by  this  temporary  indisposition,  and 
Nabiskay  thought  she  never  appeared  so  beautiful.  Ah  inno¬ 
cent  inquietude  agitated  him.  He  ran  to  her  assistance,  bathed 
her  temples  with  rose-water,  pressed  her  hands.  She  opened 
her  languishing  eyes,  her  colour  returned,  and  she  blushed 
when  sue  found  herself  in  the  arms  of  Nabiskay.  From  this 
moment  he  began  to  be  inflamed  with  an  illicit  affection  for 
Malouka.  In  vain  did  he  strive  to  banish  her  from  his  mind. 
At  length,  frantic  with  love,  he  took  advantage  one  day  when 
he  found  her  alone  to  make  a  disclosure  of  his  passion.  Ma¬ 
louka  was  filled  with  astonishment  at  this  attempt  upon  her 
virtue,  but  she  had  sufficient  presence  of  mind  as  to  dissemble 
her  indignation. — ■“  Thou  hast  been  indulging  in  opium  to 
(said  Malouka)  fur  I  cannot  suppose  that  such  a  good 
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Mussulman,  as  I  view  you  to  be,  canhave  berti  drinking  win*: 
Return  home,  a  little  renose  will- calm  ?out G  , 
i  «r*.n  hnrv  in  oblivion  wnat  Vou  have  said,  p  .  _ ,* 


xr^hkkav  viewed  this  answer  as  lavouraiw  ~ 

urSSd/dto  acts  of  violence;  bat  Malouka procuring  assirt- 
tnce^he  was  driven  from  the  house  in  shame  and  isgract 

Un'n  his  arrival  at  home,  full  of  rage; and 

„,f  for  ion<r  time  in  his  garden,  which  had  hitherto  oee.i  ms 

favourite  resort;  but  the  .Tnging  of  birds,  the  heamr  of  flow¬ 
ers,  and  the  variegated  species  of  trtuts,  fr0I?  Si” 
mind  served  only  to  irritate  and  mthnie  it.  NabisKay,  wno 
could  scarcely  support  his  existence,  shut  himself 'up  in  he 
most  obscure  and  retired  part  of  his  house.  There lie  rette 
cd  on  the  crime  he  had  committed;  he  viewed  it  with  horr  , 
Vmt  wicked  men  when  in  solitude,  instead  of  enjoying  peace 
of  mind,  ^eXe  to  the  infernal  suggestions  of  the  TebeWj 
angel.  It  is  only  the  circumcised  penitents 
Gabriel,  and’  Mahomet,  sources  of  salvation  and  comforG 
Nabiskay  left  his  retreat  more  corrupted  than  when  he  cntereg„ 
it.  He  resolved  to  seek  consolation  in  the  pleasures  of 
table,  and  the  inebriating  attractions  of  wine.  . 
excessive  drinking  to  drown  that  remorse  which  fi  1^  his  sdQl 
with  trouble  anl  agonizing  dread.  He  passed  the  nuht  i 
company  with  four  of  his  friends,  whose  consciences  had  bee  V 
like  his  own,  to  be  lulled  asleep.  But  in  drinking  he  threw 
oil  upon  the  fire;  his  rage  and  despair  were  increased ,  ana 
when  the  fumes  of  the  wine,  like  the  black  vapours  exhaled 
from  a  volcano,  mounted  to  his  head,  he  lost  what  remains  of 
reason  he  possessed,  and  he  related  to  the  company  alhtto* 
had  taken  place  relative  to  his  sister-in-law-  JJis  guests,  a» in¬ 
ebriated  as  himself,  ridiculed  the  chastity  of  Malouka,  and  to 
console  their  friend  under  his  disgrace,  told  him  a  thousand 
extravagancies,  which  intoxication  alone  could  invent. 

The  conversation  becoming  general,  one  of  the  company,  a 
Cady,  who  was  an  avaricious  and  corrupted  judge,  heaved  % 
deep  sigh,  raised  his  eyes  to  heaven,  and  crossing  his  arm  on 
his  breast,  exclaimed  with  much  solemnity, — “  We  are  jesting 
at  an  adventure  which  may  produce  fatal  consequences.— rOT 
G,  ray  very  dear  and  esteemed  Nabiskay,  if  thy  sister  should 
complain  to  us,  and  we  should  hear  the  testimony  of  two  wit¬ 
nesses  against  thee,  I  shall  be  constrained  to  give  sentence  and 
pass  Condemnation  upon  thee.”  These  words  of  the  Cady  m 
the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  changed  the  aspect  ot  the  scene.->- 
Pal*  consternation  was  pourtrayed  on  every  countenance :  • 
profound  silence  ensued,  even  the  Cady ,  pensive  and  sad,  re¬ 
mained  like  a  Bramin  when  in  an  extatic  rapture  ot  devo¬ 
tion.  At  length,  he  again  resumed  his  discourse  in  these 
words* -O  Nabiskay,  the  eye  of  all  perfections  and  die  cent** 

A  2 
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ci t  ruy  friendship,  be  not  cast  down .  It  is  true  that;  the  tem¬ 
pest  which  is  now  arising  threatens  thy  destruction,  but  you 
shall  haye  a  pilot  who  will  enable  you  to  weather  the  storm.. — 
Nabiskay  immediately  comprehended  (lest  this  pilot  was  no 
other  than  the  Cady  himself,  who.  would  not  refuse  him  his 
service,  if  by  a  large  sum  of  money  he  would  attach  him  to 
his  interest.  Such  a  ray  of  hope  instantly  gladdened  his  coun¬ 
tenance. 

The  Cady  perceived  that  Nabiskay  wfas  a  man  of  deep  pene¬ 
tration.  He  therefore  again  addressed  him  in  a  mild  and 
obliging  manner: — O  Nabiskay,  the  garden  of  glory,  may 
God  cover  thy  enemies  with  confusion.  I  have  a  secret  presen¬ 
timent  such  will  be  the  case ;  but  favour  me  by  again  relat- 
ing  the  whole  affair,  for  in  the  heat  of  wine  perhaps  I  have  not 
sufficiently  understood  you,  or,  to  render  tire  conversation 
more  interesting,  you  may  have  mingled  in  your  recital  certain 
amorous  circumstances  which  may  not  be  true :  speak  to  me 
frankly. 

Nabiskay  at  once  perceived  that  the  judge  counselled. him 
not  to  disclose  die  whole  circumstances,  but  to  proceed  with 
cauticn  and  give  it  a  different  colouring.  He  then  addressed  the 
Cady  as  follows: — O  sovereign  arbiter  and  refuge  for  small 
and  great,  sublime  and  most  enlightened  interpreter  of  the 
Jaws,  most  faithful  minister  of  justice,—  •  . 

Since  you  permit  your  servant  to  -speak  in  your  presence, 
and  to  justify  himself  from  the  calumnies  which  have  been 
thrown  on  his  character  ;  know  then,  magnificent  Cady,  that 
on  the  twelfth  of  the  last  moon,  Mahmoud  Knurdac,  my  bro¬ 
ther,  whom  God  preserve,  departed  to  go  into  Egypt,  and 
charged  me  in  parting  to  w  atch  over  the  conduct  of  Malonka, 
histfwife,  whom  he  committed  to  my  care  as  die  most  pure 
and  incorruptible  guardian  to;whuai  he  could  confide  so  pre¬ 
cious  a  deposit.  -- 

After  he  had  received  our  embraces,  and  we  had  lost  sight 
of  Iw'.n.  i  accompanied  his  wife  to  her  chamber,  where  she 
said  she  wished  to  remain  alone  to  indulge  in  grief  at  the 
absence  of  her  husband;  but,  in  fact,  to  indulge  in  criminal 
intercourse  with  a  young  and  handsome  man,  of  whom  she  is 
enamoured.  1  discovered  them  together  yesterday  by  clumee, 
as  I  am  now  about  to  relate,  in  the  simplicity  of  my  soul,  for 
I  abhor  lying. 

Yesterday  morning,  about  the  hour  of  prayer,  I  went  to 
Malouka’s  house  on  domestic  business.  I  visited  the  gardens 
of  the  house ;  I  examined  what  reparations  or  embellishments 
were  requisite  to  make,  and  I  gave  orders  accordingly.  I  ex¬ 
amined  with  the  same  care  the  state  of  provisions  ;  the  grain, 
the  rice,  the  sugar,  the  Corinthian  raisins,  the  Damascus  rai- 
•ins,  doe  saffron,  and  oilier  things  -requisite  for  furnishing  an 
elegant  table;  for  the  support  of  njy  sister.  When  I  had  fi- 
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nrshed  mv  arrangements,  I  hastened  to  the  apartmentof™ 
verr dear  sister.  I  knocked  at  the  door:  a  slave  appeared, 
who  informed  me  Malouka  was  reposing. -I  re?If?tK1f  . 
^red:-but,  as  I  was  about  to  return,  I  ^rceivecl  a  handsome 
von7i<r  man  who  was  unknown  to  me,  who  came  up  the 
staircase  in  the  most  silent  manner.  Surprised  at  seeing 
he  quickly  turned  back,  and  disappeared  as  a  bird  ^ho  has  , 
escaped  from  its  cage.— I  was  greatly  enraged,  and  opqii^l  the  | 
door  of  mv  sister’s  apartment  without  knocking.  There  1 
found  the  wife  of  my  dear  brother,  on  ^sc^ha^em^- . 

ployed  in  ornamenting  a  turban  with  precious  stones/  WhK» 
without  doubt  she  destined  for  the  ®bject  of  her  aduU^od# 
passion.  With  fraternal  tenderness  I  reproached,  her  for-  her 
conduct,  wounded  at  so  great  an  dutrage.  .  ■ 

Malouka,  confused,  answered  only  by  hypocritical  tears# . 
which  she  shed,  which,  far  from  impressing  me,  served  only 
to  heighten  my  indignation.  She  had  recourse  to  pious  grt- 
macesf  She  prostrate!  herself  before  tire  Most  Htgh.  addresaed  s 
a  long  praver  to  him,  and  requested  ot  him  to  nndvrate  hs* 
pretended  innocence.  This  seducing  conduct  of  the  Sywh 
could  not  corrupt  me  entirely ;  but  f  confess  my  weakness,— 
she  softened  me  a  little,  and]  became  more f  thy 
Weep  for  thy  crime,  (said  I  to  Malouka).  ltepe»t«tW 
infidelity,  renounce  for  ever  thy  seducer,  aad  thy  suvjhall  be 
known  only  to  God  who  sees  every  things  I  will  never  fe-  - 
veal  it  to  any  person ;  thy  husband  shall  ever  be  ignorant  of  »t , 
and  thou  shalFenjoy  to  the  end  of  thy  hfe  the 
thy  real  happiness— his  esteem,  his  love,  and  mv  faendj^. 

'In  saying-  these  words  I  took  her  hand,  whitm  I  htssed  with. . 
rapture,  to  seal  the  engagement  I  had  made  wtth  hfer-  -  '* 

^ut  reflect  on  the  ingenious  malice  of  a  .Prou4^.;^*' 
critical  woman,  who,  amidst  "her  debaucheries,- '  1 
serve  a  fair  character.  Malouka  pretended  ' 

on  the  sopha.  I  ran  to  assist  her:  her  slaves  entered  the 
room,  and  she>  feigning  to  escape  from  my  arms,  ^'edafeud . 
for  assistance,  and  darted  upon  me  as  a  fury,  and  wouldharte 
plunged  a  weapon  of  destruction*  with  vvhich  she  hadarmdi 
herself,  into  my  bosom,  had  Lnbgtaken  to  fog®1*  .  - 

As  i  was  leaving  her  house  I  diet  three  of  my  fei«tds  who 
were  walking  together .  1  related  t(> 

demanded  their  opinion,  1: hey  judged  like 
lime.Cady,  that  this  atfair  m>ght  .W  ^  “  cOTwequ«oce*, 
unless  I  had  full  proof  that  my  sister  ®J"352L 

As  I  had  not  a  moment  to  lose  to  establish,  this  *ruth*<>o 
depended  my  justification,  they  proposed  to  introduce  me  to 
the  house  of  Malouka  by  a  private  door,  of  which  roy  brother 
had  given  them  the  key.  Xet>  us  go  to  the  apartmenjv  (said 
•neof  them)  and  we  most  probably  shall  surEpse  the  tysfl* 
lovers,  and  you  join  tii  afterwards. 
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I  -immediately  consented  to  their  project.  I  introduced  my 
three  friends ;  and  I  was  so  favoured  of  heaven,  that  they 
found  the  culprits  together,  under  all  those  circumstances 
which  tend  to  conviction. 

These  three  irreproachable  witnesses,  most  illustrious  Cady, 
you  well  know  to  be  virtuous  men  ;  you  honour  them  with 
your  friendship;  they  are  now  with  you,  and  you  have  drank 
sorbey*  with  them;  they  are  ready  to  bear  testimony  of  the 
infamous  conduct  of  Mamuka. 

The  three  guests  whom  the  villain  Nabiskay  hadapostro- 
.pihiised  .as  ocular  witnesses  of  a  fact,  of  which  they  had  npt 
the  least  knowledge,  were  astonished  at  the.  presence  of  mind 
which  he  had  displayed  on  this  occasion.  They  were  flattered 
with  the  compliment  which  had  been  paid  to  them,  and,  join¬ 
ing  with  hi«>  in  his  vile  project,  they  impiously  cried  out, — 
Praise  be  to  God.  the  protector  of  innocence!  we  have  all 
■heard !  we  have  all  seen  the  transaction  !  long  live  the  wise 
Nabiskay!  let  the  infamous  and  perfidious  Malouka  perish. 
'X  was  persuaded,  exclaimed  the  Cady,  that  this  delicate  affair 
;  had  not  hee»  duly  explained.  The-ingenuous  confession which 
Nabiskay  has  made  of  bis  own  imprudence,  as  when  he  vio¬ 
lently  entered  the  -sacred  apartment  of  women,  and  kissed  the 
hand  of  his  sister*  this  praiseworthy  sincerity  in  declaring  his 
Taolts  certainly  proves  much  in  his  favour.  It  agrees  with  the 
testimony  of»ur  three  friends,  who  by  a  kind  of  miracle  were 
introduced  to  the  bouse  at  the  precise  moment  of  the  adultery. 

Nabiskay  and  his  three  accomplices  tamed  pale,  and  were  a 
little  disconcerted  at  this  speech.  For  they  doubted  not  but 
-that  the  penetration  of  the  Catty  had  developed  their  wicked¬ 
ness,  and  that  his  ironical  refactions  announceda  resolution  to 
jeonfound  and  nunish  them. 

I  forgot,  said  Nabiskay  to  him ,  -to  shew  you  an  focontestible 
tevXden.ce  of  Malouka’s  guilt.;  which  is  a  turban  ornamented 
with  pearls,  and  a  purse  full  of  gold  and  jewels,  that  her  lover 
•left -behind  him  when  my  friends  aurprised  them.  In  saying 
dthese  words,  he  rose  rand  Went  to  his  cabinet ,  from  whence  he 
tfcmk.a  rangarficeru  turban  and  a  purse  full  of  gold. I  commit 
to  thee,  said  Nabiskay  to  the  Cady,  these  trophies  of  niy  inno- 
r«e»ce»nd,ofMalouka’s  guilt.  ; 

i :  <)  wstwkdous  indignity !  cried  the  Cady  finning  the  treasure, 
ingratitude  of  sinners,  who ■■empW  those  riches  which  the 
Moat  High  has  bestow  ed  upon  them  in  peuwcnrcg  -women, 
instead. of  :sauciifettag  -them  by  goad  works.  This  turban,  -ad- 
.he/snust  hxv^e- bienfa.shioned  with  so  much  magnificence 
-with  the. criminal  desire cwf .pleasing  Malouka;  this  gold,  these 

*ii  - .  i  r :  *  if  •  v  .  - 

,  *  S^i^y,  ^T(«orbQt,  i sa  ifavouiite  liquor  hy  itfe*  Turks,  which 

iftoAj  is  majte  ff«m' ^tkvipfu^iw  Polity  r»sitta,in 

which  they  frequently  put  citron* 
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jewels,  were  destined  to  procure  the  seduction  of  tbat  misera¬ 
ble  woman.  Let  these  scandalous  objects  of  lust  and  tempta¬ 
tion  remain  for  ever  shut  up  in  my  coffer,  that  they  may  never 
aSn  pass  into  such  wicked  hands.  Haying  said  these  words 
jsJabiskay  threw  a  rich  Persian  silk  ow  the  confiscated  effects, 
and  the  whole  was  placed  in  a  casket  of  cedar  wood,  and  pre¬ 
sented  the  key  to  the  Cady,  who,  with  much  apparent  reluc-  ■ 
tance,  agreed  to  preserve  it.  The  judge  then  ordered  the  valu-  j 
able  spoils  to  be  taken  to  his  own  house.  1  ^  ’  ' 

Now,  (said  he)  I  begin  to  breathe,  since  I  no  longer  see  those 
contemptible  trophies  of  human  corniption.  But4here,dear  a 
Nabiskay,  consider  the  happy  change  in  circumstances,  audlet  |. 
peace  and  joy  be  restored  to  thy  heart.  I  am  about  to  put  thee 
In  possession  of  that  serenity  of  mind  which  is  superior  toall 
the  riches  of  the  universe.  Regard  me  then  as  the  most  libe¬ 
ral  and  best  of  thy  friends.  Nabiskay,.  who  already  had  suth- 
cient  proof  of  the  Cady’s  avarice,  immediately  ordered  a  fresh 
supply  of  Greek  wine.  The  guests  remained  at  table  drtnkihg 
until  the  dawn  of  day.  Then  the  Cady,  resuming  his  usual 
gravity,  rose  and  thus  addressed  the  company,— -We  must  not  j, 
suffer  our  affairs  to  interfere  .with  the  duties  of  religion  :  the  | 
mosques  are  open— itbe  hour  of  prayer  is  arrived :  let  us  de-  j 
part.  I  am  about  to  fulfil  that  duty  of  sending  thanks  to  God 
which  is  binding  on  every  man.  And  in  twoliours  I  shall  be 
seated  on  my  tribunal,  where,  O  magnificent  Nabiskay,  I  wnl 
render  thee  prompt  and  impartial  justice  according  to  the  de¬ 
position  of  the  witnesses  we  have  now  heard.  Heathen  quit¬ 
ted  the  room,  but  again  returned,  and,  honouring  them  with .. 
an  affectionate  smile,  said,  I  desire  yoii  will  forbear  any  cere-  { 
mony  in  attending  me.  You  have  not  too  much  tune  to  spare, 
before  you  come  to  my  tribunal ;  employ?  that  time  weH,  con¬ 
sult  among  yourselves ,  that  f  here  may  be  no  eauivocaliori  or 
contradiction  in  your  evidence,  but  that  i  may  be  enabled  to 

Sive  an  impartial  decision.  Never  did  an  iniquitous  judge  be 

a ve  with  more  consummate  duplicity.  ,  , 

Nabiskay.  and  his  fiends  profited  by  the  advice  which  had 
been  given  them.  The  accusation  was  systematsmlky  ar 
ranged ;  and  when  Makiuka  was  brought  to  the  bar  of  justice 
the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  was-  so  ;pointed,aado»efact*o  j 
.apparent  and  well  proved,  that  the  best  and  most  enlightened 
judges  wouldhave  believed  her  to  he  guilty. 
vln  vain, did  thevoiceofiGod*  expressed  by  that  of  the  peo-  ; 
pie,  cry  aloud  that  she  wm  innocent  of  the  accusation.  The 
Cady  was  deaf  to  every  remonstrance;  but  /acted  with  suqh 
hypocrisy  as  to  convince  the ,  people  he  was  done  actuated  by 
on  impartial  and  imperious  sense  iff  legal  duty.  He  rent  Jus 
robes  asunder ;  shed  a.  flood  of  -teqn  j-  end  with  alL  th.is  exte¬ 
rior  of  profound  grief,  proceeded  to  pass  sentence  of  death 
again si  Matoqka.  -The  yBnahqapt  oonsigneA  -by.  the  l&waior 
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women  who  had  been  convicted  .of  adultery  was  to- shut  them 
tip  in  a  subterraneous  cavern,  into  which  a  lion  was  afterward 
introduced  to  destroy  them. 

To  such  a  place  was  the  innocent  and  virtuous  Malouka 
conducted.  An  innumerable  number  of  persons  of  all  ages 
and  conditions  followed  her.  In  the  midst  of  general  weeping 
and  affliction,  she  alone  appeared  tranquil  and  serene.  1 

When  she  had  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the  cavern,  she, 
■with  a  loud  voice,  addressed  the  following  prayer  to  the  Deity  : 
— O  my  Creator  I  always  merciful,  always  amiable,  even 
amidst  thy  most  severe  judgments,  what  thanks  shall  I  not 
offer  to  thee  for  calling  me  by  the  terrible  sufferings  of  this 
state  of  existence  to  the  celestial  joys  of  eternity!  In  a  mo¬ 
ment  I  shall  undergo  the  agonies  of  my  last  torment :  at  such, 
a  period,  O  my  Sovereign  Lord,  may  my  soul  be  filled  with  a 
purer  and  more  exalted  love  to  thee  than  l  ever  yet  expe¬ 
rienced.  My  heart  already  begins  to  feel  the  delightful  plea¬ 
sures  of  heavenly  joy  which  are  inexpressible.  Of  aU  my 
earthly  attachments,  there  alone  remains  tender  affection  for- 
the  dear  husband  whom  thou  hast  given  me ;  enrich  him  with 
every  blessing  :  and  O  my  God,  as  the  last  temporal  favour,., 

I  ask  of  thee,  convince  him  of  mv  innocence !  • 

When  Malouka  hod  finished  these  words,  she  gave  the  sig¬ 
nal  when  she  wished  to  descend  into  the  cavern.  Her  sen¬ 
tence  was  immediately  executed,  for  fear  the  people  should 
either  rescue  her  or  do  violence  to  the  ministers  of  justice. 

The  air  resounded  with  the  groans  of  the  multitude,  and 
each  person  returned  home  penetrated  with  sorrow.  Buried 
in  this  subterranean  dungeon,  she  waited,  with  feelings  more 
easy  to  conceive  than  describe,  the  ferocious  executioner  of 
her  sentence ;  but  no  lion  appeared.  She  then  prayed  to  God 
to  augment  her  courage,  and  give  her  patience  proportioned 
to  the  duration  and  severity  of  fief  sufferings.  As  soon  as  she 
had  ended,  she  perceived  a  glimmer  of  light  at  one  corner  of: 
the  cavern,  by  which  she  perceived  there  was  no  lion  in  the 
place.  She  advanced  towards  the  place  from  whence  the 
light  proceeded,  and  found  a  part  >  of  the  vault  was  there 
broken,  and  that  the  chasm  had  been  effected  by  the  lion,.. 
who  had  through  that  breach  made  its  escape. :  •  5 

Malouka  returned  thanks  to  God,  and  having  piled  a  few 
stones  together  she  endeavoured  to  raise  herself  to  the  part 
which  was  broken  through :  having  reached  it  witln  her  hand, 
she  suspended  herself,  and  placing  her  feet  on  the  projecting 
parts  of  the  wall,  she  gradually  reached  - the  _  summit  and- 
escaped  through  the  opening.  But  her  difficulties  were  now 
increased;  she  had  to  traverse  a  road  covered  with  briars  and 
thorns:  and  every  step  she-  took  she  traced  the.ltOft,*who  was 
now  ranging  at  liberty.  She  was  obliged  to  creep  on  her:, 
knees :  wifile  with  her  hands,  she  removed  the  pnckly  shrub* : 
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;n  thisT arduous  exertion  she  was  dreadfully  Jacerated,  and 
numerous  wounds  were  indicted  on  various  pavts  of  h W  l 

she  pursued  her  rout  notwithstanding  with  great 
As  night  approached  she  quickened  her  pace,  wb'fl*  j£ 
arriveS*t  aif elegant  house,  which  she  perceivedOU  her  righj 
hand:  but,  perceiving  also  some  huts  op  her  hwt 

her  course'  that  way,  persuaded  that  innocence  pnd hospitality 
are  sooner  found  in  a  cottage  than  under  gilded  rpofe. 

She  had  nearly  reached  tne  spot  s p  anxiously  desired,  ^vb^W 
her  strength  being  exhausted,  she  fainted,  and  fell 
foot  ffa  tree.  About  the  middle  of  the  night,  an  old  Arab 
_ _  htf>r  hv  the  light  of  the  rnoQn,  e^tenfted 


a  ttacked  by  robber  s7  ana  waff  resolved  if  she  was  dead,  to  bury 
her;  if  not,  to  use  every  means  of- restoring  suspended 

animation  ^ed  his  horse,  and,  upon  viewing  ber,  per* 
ceived  that  she  breathed  :  he  applied  some  ehxix,  which  h# 
carried  with  him,  and  Malouka  revived :  he  then  raised  opr 
up.  O  thou  generous  stranger,  (said  4*e)  completethatgood 
work  which  thorn  ba?t  begun.  God  test  made  thee  *» 
instrument  of  restoring  me  to  life;  he  wishes,  through  your 
agency,  to  preserve  me  and  do  me  good.  .  ' 

Praise  be  to  the  Most  High,  (vephed  the  'Arab)  for  havtng 
chosen  me,  notwithstanding  my  un worthiness,  to  hewnmhj 
agent  of  mercy  to  the  poor  and  the  oppressed.  Goi^ewi^ 
me,  I  have  a  virtuous  wife,  who  will  nourish  von 
bread  of  onr  children.  He  then  brought  a -camel,  which  was 
inhis  train,  and  mounted  Malouka  upon  it,and  pursued  hi» 
ioumey*  Inubout  uwty  dflys  te:0wivw #  t 
After  having  saluted  his  family*  and  embraced  ^ 

Behold  said  lie,  in  presenting  Maiottha,  a  young  and  handsome 
person,  whom  I  found  one  night  in  a  desart,  where  robb«* 
having  taken  away  her  equipage  and  her  .slaves,  left  her  .tor 
dead.6  She  afterward  recovered  and  travelled  through  Pj*th* 
covered  with  briars  and  thorns,  which  mangled  her  body 
dreadfully,  and  wearied  with  fatigue  she  feinted  *®*bf 
when  I  accidentally  perceived  belaud  granted  her  ttot  wsjsti- 
ance  which  restored  her  to  her  senses.  1  asked  her  to  aecomr 
Jany  me;  she  consented,  and  I  Forced  0*t  ^wooM 
nourish  her  with  the  hread  of  our  children .  give  her  then  ft 
place  with  them  at  our  table,  and  she-shall  be  waited  and 
attended  by  onr  slaves.  Every  work  of  mercy  wejixercwe 
will  afford  us  sweet  consolation,  and  will  be  recompensed  by 
the  Most  High.  Malouka  is  a  virtuous  and  amiable  woman  i 
and,  by  her  good  example  and  conversation,  vhIi  greatly  eqity 

^XteTwife  of  Zilhadjeb,  for  that  was  the  name  ef  tbe  Arab, 
received  the  stranger  with  that  unaffected  and  simple  politeness 
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which  entirely  relieved  Malouka  from  every  species  of  em¬ 
barrassment  ;  in  short,  not  many  days  had  elapsed  ere  a  most 
intimate  friendship  was  formed  between  these  ladies.  But  the 
fishes  that  play  in  the  mighty  ocean  will  not  enjoy  the  un¬ 
ruffled  stream.  The  dove,  though  placed  in  a  superb  cage, 
will  regret  its  rustic  habitation  and  its  native  cot.  Thus  Ma¬ 
louka,  "though  treated  with  unlimited  hospitality,  could  not 
forget  the  domestic  joys  she  had  formerly  possessed.  She 
made  every  effort,  bat  in  vain,  to  conceal  her  grief.  The  Arab 
and  his  wife,  who  were  ignorant  of  the  real  source  of  her 
pensive  sadness,  redoubled  their  cares  to  ameliorate  her  sorrow 
and  render  her  situation  comfortable. 

Malouka,  penetrated  with  a  sense  of  their  goodness,  resolved 
to  develope  the  whole  of  her  history,  which  she  had  hitherto 
concealed.  She  hesitated  no  longer  to  reveal  those  secrets  as 
the  surest  evidence  of  her  grateful  esteem. 

When  they  had  listened  to  her  narration,  their  sympathy 
and  compassion  was  unbounded:  they  embraced  ner,_  and 
Zilhadjeb  said  to  her, — The  more  afflictions  you  have  suffered,' 
— the  greater  claim  you  have  upon  our  benevolence. — No  mart 
ought  to  view  himself  as  sole  proprietor  of  the  bounties  of 
providence  and  the  rLI.es  of  this  world. — I  am  but  the  steward 
of  those  which  I  possess.— God  has  sent  you  afflicted  and 
persecuted  to  me.  I  view  you  as  one  of  my  own  children : 
their  birth  and  thy*  adoption  is  the  same  to  me,  and  thou  aft 
equally  entitled  to  share  my  bounty.  *  ■ 

After  such  an  astonishing  proof  of  generosity  hnd  real 
friendship,  Malouka  endeavoured  to  look  cheerful  and  happy i 
that  she  might  not  displease  those  respectable  persons  who  had 
so  benevolently  treated  her  ;  but  again  she  relapsed  into  hef 
state  of  melancholy. 

The  wife  of  Zilhadjeb  made  some  gentle  reproaches  to  her 
on  this  subject,  when  Malouka  absorbed  in  grief  thus  replied,— 

It  is  true,  that  notwithstanding  your  kind  attention,  in  spite 
of  your  indefatigable  endeavours  to  please  and  serve  me,  I  am 
wearied  with  my  happiness  in  the  bosom  of  felicity  itselt: 
But  I  cannot  accuse  myself  of  ingratitude.  Place  youselt  in 
my  situation  :  suppose  for  a  moment  that  you  were  plunged 
into  the  same  misfortunes,  and  I  were  to  receive  you  into  a 
magnificent  house  like  yours,  and  pay  the  same  hospitable 
attention  which  you  have  to  me,  could  I  be  gay  and  easy  when 
separated  from  my  affectionate  and  dear  husband  ?  Would  you 
not  be  afraid  lest  some  calumniating  report  might  reach  his 
ear,  tending  to  wound  his  feelings  and  destroy  his  felicity  ?  It 
is  this  alone,  the  very  idea  of  his  viewing  me  as  guilty  that 
harrows  up  my  soul.  To  die  innocent  I  should  view  as  a 
happy  event;  but  to  die  overwhelmed  with  the  indignation 
and  contempt  of  him  whom  I  most  love,  him  whom  I  adore. 
Oh !  I  cannot,  cannot  bear  it. 
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p;tv  me  then,  my  generous  friend,  (continued  she)  and  do 
not  condemn  me  for  possessing  those  feelings  which  you 
would  think,  if  in  my  situation,  would  do  you  honour.  Permit 
me  to-morrow  to  depart  to  join  my  husband  mEgypt,  ah4 
kindly  place  me  in  the  road  to  the  next  city.— -God,  the 
strength  and  confidence  of  the  weak,  will  not  forsake  me 
while* engaged  in  sulaudable  a  design,  and  will  afford  me  that 

aid  and  succour  I  shall  need.  .  •  ^ 

The  Arabian  lady,  instead  of  replying,  immediately  called 
her  husband  and  informed  him  of  Malouka  s  resolution.  I 
grant  said  she,  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  wish  to  constrain 
f  er  to  stop,  when  she  finds  it  her  duty  to  leave  us.  I  must 
therefore,  my  dear  Malouka,  be  separated  from  you,  and 
uerhaps  never  see  you  more.  But  never  shall  I  lose  the 
remembrance  of  the  friendship  which  lias  united  us ;  and. 
believe  me,  my  children  are  not  dearer  to  me  than  you  are. 
Receive  my  dear  daughter  my  last  embraces:  I  am  going  to 
prepare  the  things  necessary  for  your  departure :  I  must  lew  e 

you  to  give  vent  to  my  feelings,  and  to  shed  those  tears  of 
sympathy  which  may  afford  me  a  temporary  relief. -Adieu . 

I  leave  you  with  Zilhadieb  that  you  may  consult  with  him  on 
the  long*  and  dangerous  journey  yon  have  to  go  :  my  presence, 
my  sighs,  my  tears,  shall  not  interrupt  a  conversation  so 
essentially  requisite  for  your  future  comfort.  Adieu,  my  dear, 
daughter— Adieu !  She  immediately  retired. 

Zilhadieb,  embracing  Malouka  most  affectionately,  thus 
addressed  her,-Tbough  my.  dear  daughter  you  have  been  with 
us  three  months  I  have  not  given  you  any.  evidence  of  mv 
friendship  sufficiently  worthy  of  you...  I  have  only  exercised, 
in  a  plain  and  simple  manner,  the  holy  precept  of  hospitality,, 
which  is  ever  binding  on  a  good  Mussulman.  Now  I  have  an 
opportunity  of  exercising  the  duty  ot  a  good  father.  . 

He  then  retired  to  his  closet,  and  soon  returned  with  a  Iatge 
purse.  Here,  (sard  he,  presenting  it  to  her)  is  a  thousand 
sequins.  I  have  also  given  you  letters  of  credit  to  the  richest 
merchants  of  the  cities  through  which  you  pass. 

Malouka  wished  to  testify-her  gratitude,  but  he  interrupted 
her  by  saying,— It  is  God  who  has  given  me  my  treasures:  it 
is  him  who  has  inclined  me  to  assist  you ;  it  is  him  only  you 
are  to  thank.— I  have  also  to  thank  heaven  for  having  mad? 
known  to  me  your  virtues  and  your  necessities.  Adieu .  I 
recommend  you  to  God  and  to  his  Prophet.  I  shall  give  you 
a  written  directory  of  the  roads,  that  you  may  not  lose  your, 
way,  and  I  shall  retire  to  prepare  your  equipage  which  shall 
be  ready  early  in  the  morning.  Adieu,  my  dear,  adieu,  my 
amiable  daughter.  He  then  embraced  her,  and  they  separated. 
In  the -morning  four  camels  were  brought  to.  form  thq 
equipage  of  Malouka:  two  of  them  were  loaded  with  baggage 
al  every  description  requisite  for  a  long  journey ;  on  the  third 
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were  seated  two  female  slaves  to  wait  upon  her.  Malouka  her 
self  was  mounted  on  the  fourth,  having  a  black  eunuch  who 
carried  a  parasol :  twelve  slaves  on  foot,  and  four  horsemen 
completed  the  cavalcade.  ,  . 

The  Kiaya,  or  intendant  of  the  house,  came  to  salute  her  on 
the  part  of  Zilhadjeb  and  his  wife,  and  to  make  an  apology  that, 
owing  to  their  grief,  they  could  not  attend  her.  Malouka 
dissolved  in  tears,  and,  unable  to  utter  a  word,  proceeded  on 

^Vhe  nintli  day  of  her  travelling  she  arrived  at  Zefar,  where 


The  ninth  day  of  her  travelling  she  arrived  at  Zefar,  where 
she  resolved  to  stop  some  time  to  give  repose  to  herself  and 
suite,  and  that  she  might  send  back  to  her  generous  friends  the 
persons  who  formed  her  escort.  ,  ,  , 

She  declared  her  design  to  all  the  servants  who  attended  her, 
who  in  vain  endeavoured  to  dissuade  her  from  it.  One  ot  the 
female  slaves,  named  Zarim,  seeing  her  resolution,  threw  her¬ 
self  at  her  feet,  and  said  to  her.  It  will  offend  your  friends  if 
you  retain  not  what  they  have  given  to  you  :  I  am  the  most  m- 
si<mificant  of  the  gifts  you  have  received ;  keep  me,  I  shall  die 
if  you  send  me  back .  Malouka  sighed  and  granted  her  request. 

She  retained  also  some  linen,  some  dresses,  and  two  hundred 
sequins  only  ot  the  thousand  she  received  from  Zilhadjeb.  She 
wrote  both  to  him  and  his  wife,  thanking  them  for  the  magnifi¬ 
cent  proofs  she  had  received  of  their  kindness.  ' 

When  she  had  arranged  every  thing  requisite  for  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  her  equipage,  she  sent  it  back  and  took  an  apartment  at 
the  house  of  an  old  woman  in  the  city,  who  was  much  esteemed 
for  her  piety.  She  remained  there  some  days  waiting  for  a 
small  caravan  which  was  going  to  Mascat,  where  she  hoped  to 

fitTheCmoieninngCeafmf?er  ^ ‘arrival  at  Mascat,  where  she  parted 
from  the  caravan,  she  walked  through  the  city  for  the  purpose 
ot  finding  out  a  company  who  were  going  to  Egypt.  As  she 
was  walking  the  public  streets,  she  observed  a  great  concourse 
of  people  who  were  deploring  the  fate  of  a  man,  seventy  years 
of  a«e.  who  was  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  .  , 

She  enquired  what  offence  he  had  committed,  and  was  in¬ 
formed  that  he  had  been  employed  to  receive  the  government 
taxes,  and  either  through  negligence  or  dissipation  he  c could  not 
make  up  his  accounts,  and  therefore,  according  to  the  laws,  he 

was  sentenced  to  die.  ,  ...  .  » 

What'  (said  Malouka)  %cannot  this,  poor  man  find  in  this 
great  city,  neither  a  friend  nor  relation,  same  charitable  person 
who  will  make  up  the  sum,  and  save  hi mf^' death  .  Is  there 
yet  time,  added  she,  to  assist  him  'Will  his  life  be ^saved ® 
person  pays  a  hundred  sequins  tor  him  ?  In  what  manner  must 

Let  the  money,  (they  replied)  be  placed  at  the  foot  of  the 
ecaffold,  and  he  will  not  be  made  to  ascend  it.  ' 


had  resided.  H 
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i  granted  him,  which  proves  that  subordination  so  necessary 
,  among  men  does  not  depend  on  the  caprice  of  proud  custom, 

|  but  arises  from  mutual  acts  of  condescension  between  the  rich 

Sand  the  poor.  . .  : 

They  now  pursued  their  journey,  and  passed  for  a  small  ra- 

II  mily  travelling  for  their  pleasure;  the  utmost  cordiality  subsist^ 
ling  between  Malouka,  ner  female  slave,  and  the  venerable 

Haroun-Yek.  They  travelled  towards  the  sea  coast,  that  they 
f  might  gain  a  port  where  they  might  embark.  As  the  habita¬ 
tions  were  very  distant  one  from  another,  they  were  obliged  to 
!;;!  erect  their  tents  and  to  repose  in  the  open  air.  One  night  as 
they  were  entering  a  beautiful  wood,  where  they  designed  to 
|!;i'  sleep,  as  they  were  walking  they  observed  a  ra#n  stretched  upon 
|  the  ground,  and  whose  pale  visage  and  distorted  couqtedance 
l!l!'  evidenced  that  he  was  in  the  agonies  of  death,.  Malotika  im¬ 
mediately  rendered  him  assistance,  and  poured  mfo  his  mouth 
some  drops  of  precious  elixir.  He  recovered  strength,  rose 
!  'from  the  ground,  and,  fixing  his  eyes  upon  Malouka,  exclaim- 
i  ed, — O  divine  Houri !  incomparable  beautv !  I  have  not  lived 
'  so  well  as  to  have  supposed,  that  after  my  death  T should  behold 
a  blooming  daughter  of  Paradise.  I  must  in  my  tomb  have 
given  very  satisfactory  answers  to  the  two.  angels  who  question¬ 
ed  my  soul  on  my  belief  and  on  my  works  :  for  O  thou  most 
divine  Houri,  should  I  have  found  myself  in  thy  arms,  if* 
Munket  and  Nekir*  had  not  judged  me  worthy  by  uieir  tefem  , 

!  examination  of  the  most  delightful  recompences  of  eternity  i-i. 

1  Approach  near  that  I  may  salute  thee.— Come  and  give  repose 

|!  to  my  heart.  ,  . .  ..',<1:..^ 

Malouka,  judging  that  this  poor  man  was  deranged  in  oorue-, 
auence  of  want  of  nourishment,  made  him  take  some  refresh¬ 
ment.  They  then  conducted  him  into  the  tent^  ^hereTie 
treated  with  the  same  attention  as  if  he  belonged  to  me  boq»?. 
pany ;  his  strength  was  re-established,  but  his  reason  had  not 
yet  returned.  His  insanity  had  this  peculiarity,  j  that  in  Mg, 
company  of  Malouka  he  talked  wild  and  incoherent,  but  when 
•he  was  absent  very  reasonable.  This  circumstance  much  em¬ 
barrassed  her,  as  his  behaviour  was  such  as  to  render  his  OTta, 
t  pany  disagreeable.  The  next  day  he  departed  without  saying  . 

one  word,  and  with  such  precipitation,  that  he  left  behind  him, 

!  a  small  port-folio  containing  some  papers.  , .. 

Haroun-Yek  opened  the  packet  to  see  if  he  could  find;  ajggf; 
means  of  developing  who  he  was.  One  letter  was  from  a  cor¬ 
respondent,  giving  him  advice  of  the  sending  of  some  good*.. 
From  hence  he  was  judged  to  be  a  merchant  who  hackbeen . 
robbed,  and.that  the  conseqences  of  such  a  misfortune  haijaf- 

*  The  names  of  two  angels  who,  according  to  the  Mahometan  faith, 
j  interrogate  the  dead  for  to  distribute  to  them  either  recompenses  or  po- 
oilhments  as  they  merit.  *  . 
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leagues  from  the  port  ofCheg  ,  wh  th/heat  being  excesl, 

side  of  a  small  Tivulet.  .  .  •  '  tu;s  agreeable  place, 

They  had  abSn  on  horSck,  attended 

when  they  perceived  at  a  d(^ncef|e  rode  np  briskly  to  the  tray, 
by  five  or  six  persons  on  foot.  He i  roue  up^  ^  deceiyed]! 

HMSiB  5  ^ 

n°By X^an*Orhy,gSid  Malonka,  do  yon  dare  to  take  mj  j 

gsgSbsssssSB 

2£=  ladies,  all  en’dea.olr  to  make  ^'Sf  tlS  v  J' 

the  tender  remembrance  of  the  amiable  Monzout,  their  ver| 

dMaToukt  amidst  this  daring  outrage,  behaved  with  oncmJ 
mon  dignity-  Meliemet  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  was  ansi 
pasted  witfi  the  virfuous  and  majestic  conduct  of^  new  slavJJ 
Sis  patience  was  exhausted,  and  he  res°lved  t°  sell  IVLaioaM 

and  her  two  attendants  for  any  price  he  could  obtain.  A 
mous  pirate  made  him  some  offers,  as  he  wns  eiuployed  m  prcj 
curing  females  for  the  pnhc.pal  seraghos  n  the  east  A| 
nrrppmpnt  was  entered  into,  the  money  was  laid  down,  ana  in 
victims  conducted  bn  board  the  vessel  of  Hassau,  the  name  <j 

thlfiisanew  master,  accustomed  from  his  youth  to  plunder,  * 
knowledged  no  providence  but  chance,  no  king  but  his  will,  n| 
guide  bmhis^assi ons ,  no  friend*  but  his  vices  Into  the  hanj 
If  such  a  villain  was  Malouka  consigned.  Shehad 
•«ernatu/al  assistance  ;  God  granted  her.  strength  proportionej 


'®ernatural  assistance:  vroa  gramcu  w.  r  -r-  $ 

0HasSa1ifsS1sSl  with  a  favourable  wind.  H'?  ^ip  was  richl 
laden.  He  had  sedulously  provided  every  article  necessary  ft 

*  1 


UAl^^yr^, 


]  the  support  and  comfort  of  life;  even  those  of  .wl^cht  the,vj^e 
i  I W forbidden,  as'  wine,  po?;k,  and  other  impure  mpoji.  .  Jt&WR 
J  pamper  his  brutal  appetites  he.  wished  to  enjoy  those  prohibited 
jj,  meats  or  liquors,  which  would  tend  to  .enhance,  the  .luxury  of  bis 
, Enjoyments.  * 

i>*t)ne  day  having  drank,  according  to  custom,  to  excess.-flC 
jpttfcsrpd  Malouka  to  be  called  and  placed.at  the  table.  I  beliew, 


ijprtfered  Malouka  to  be  called  and  placed, at  the  table.  I  JPWew# 

, (said  fig)1  ft ly  beautiful  girl,  that  you  are  not  much  pleased 
Jthat  indifference  I  have  shewn  to  you  since  you  have  been  wjfh 
-me.  But  I  will  now  make  my  peace  with  you,  apd  render  yqju 
<  as  happy  as  if  placed  in  the  garden  of  Eram.  You  sl^all , govern 
•the  will  of  your  master.  I  will  become  thy  slave.- — Approach*. 
^Receive  my  first  homage.  He  endeavoured  to  embrace  her : 
ifhe  retired  a  few  steps,  and  thus  addressed  him*  I  am  no  more 
ithy  slave  than  thou  art  mine  :  I  am  free  born.  The  perfidious 
«|tfonzouf  had  no  light  over  me,  or  the  two  persons  my  attend¬ 
ants,  or  on  our  effects.  He  has  sold  what  did,  not  appertain  tp 
Jhim.  Thus  thou  canst  not  -  tr.in  what  thou  hast  unjustly  pur¬ 
chased.  But  as  it  is  not  proper  that  thou  shouldst  lose  thy 
-money,  I  will  reimburse  you.  I  will  write  to  my  relations,  and 
Receive  from  them  the  sum  on  which  we  shall  agree,  if  thqp 
Jhast  in  thy  soul  any  principle  of  honour  or  religion.  V  rj 
i  Hassan  raised  a  loud  laugh  when  Malouka  had  ceased,  ai^d, 
replied,  I  could  not  have  supposed  that  you  possessed  such  ta- 
'  Jents  for  preaching.  You  speak  with  such  solemnity,  that  .1 
i  Think  1  am  hearing  an  lmanf  in  one  of  our  mosques  haranguing 
•igaipst  infidels  and  atheists.  I  cannot  forbear  laughing. — It  \s 
!  diverting  lo  hear  a  woman  hold  forth  on  morality  ;  but  .top 
much  of  it  wearies  me -.—exercise  other  talents— endeavour  tp 
please  me — withdraw  those  frowns  which  disfigure  your  lovely 
countenance. — Come,  my  favourite  Sultana,  take  counsel  from 
•a  .glass  of  wine,  presenting  her  with  a  full  glass.  Malouka 
Sushed  aside  his  arm  with  indignation.  Hassan,  With  all  tpe 
Ifury  of  a  man  intoxicated  with  wine,  threw  a  bottle  at  berhead, 
■vvhich  happily  missed  her.  This  wijl  be  a  warning  (said  nift 
Hiever  again  to  resist  the  will  of  your  master,  -but  we  have  both 
.need  of  recovering  our  reason;  in  .a  more  fbi tupate  hour  yop 
Swill  be  favourable.  Malouka  saw  the  danger  of  her  sitqatiop, 
i;  4nd  offered  up  prayers  to  the  Deity  While  she  was  praymg 
The  discerned  in  the  north  a  black  cloud,  which  portepded^a 
•norm.  The  pilot  cried  out  several  times,  God  preserve  us!  4$t 
his. Prophet  intercede  for  us  !  In  a  moment  a  furious  tempest 
arose,  the  sea  ran  mountain  high,  the  saifs  weie  touv  fo  .piece^, 
tbe  vessel  reduced  to  a  wreck.  Amidst  this  $wlul  scene,. tfre 
impious  Hassan,  to  encourage  the  crew,  swore  qnd 
aheroed  ;  while  on  deck,  in  the  very  act  P^  utterung  some  horn- 
|  pie  oaths,  a  wave  washed  him  overboard,  and  Hassan  was 

paore.  The  tempest  now  ceased,  and  a  calm  endued, 
j  i  jii  .  -f  Iman,  a  Turkish  or  Mahometan  priest. 
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Every  one  in  the  vessel  was  d^1/n^menT^n7tetro'uiatioii 
cumstances  attending  bo  ^e  “  to  a  miracle  which  God  had 
of  the  storm,  and  attributea  r»vereA  as  a  saint,  and  thei 
wrought  for  Malouka.  command  them  but  herself.  In 

oUm  wished  for  £ fh  «^  rrut  masts, 

word  she  delivered  was  an  oracle, 
use  of  her  influen^  to^comert  ^  ^ 
she  soon  maj  the  wflg  unbounded 
sulmen.  He  £  h  efficacy ' 

ot'thS  events,  which  a.  hrst 
at  length  ordered  her  to  t  janm  ai 

louka  was-  admitted  to  an  audience. 

Harif  Cobbai,  which  was  the  name 

nished  at  her  beauty  vvie^aSrtbi  T  fiist  ,.««  — _ ,  _ 

claimed, —jO  queen  of  my  he  •  COuld  the  immortal  God! 
ing  what  is  reported  of  y  •  jq  tune  was  appeased  at  |hjl 
refuse  any  thing,  to  you  •  .  informed  you  of  his  raos  j 

prayer.  The  divine  Escniapms  has  intorm  ^  ^iyersal  reIped4 

precious  secrets  ;  he  has  confip  f  yneW  prodigies  worthy  0 
for  the  cure  of  all  d.seases.-Perform  *  which  reign 

God  and  of  thyself  deign  .  av^  inflicted  a  wound,  that  it— j 
in" my  heart -thy  charms  h  •  tjy  agitated:  he  waite* 

While  saying  these  words  .  lpa?tmlnts  to  be  provide; 

not  for  Malouka  to  reply  ,  ^“L°!  tted\er  to  the  care  of  the  chic 
for  her  in  the  palace,  and  com  the  palace  before  the  kin 

of  his  eunuchs.  Scarcely  was  she  in j“e  Poetic  manner  fc 
entered,  pensive  and  raelanch  y.  .  P-t  0fa  ]over  boTdl 

confe^ispMsio^an^thJhe  ^osi.^  ^  „ 

spiir Ai 

a  ft  ^  mrcaty’ g,,e  me  H 

in  his  name  witk  thy  eluur. 


The  fame  of  MalouKI  > 
iough  the  country.  £  , 

„nd  consequently  superstj. 

Malouka  as  a^dtYinity:  every 
Malouka  resolved  to  mag 
them  to  Mahometanism,  anq< 
the  Koran  and  true  Mu*- 
She  visited  the  poor, 
of  her  elixir.  The  king 
-  ;  he  disbelieved,  but 

j  W  conducted  to  court.  MaloukJ, 

of  the  king,  was  aato- 
great  attention,  he t  etj 
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Malouka  judged  from  this  language  of  the  monarch  tfr?t  it 
would  be  easy  to  convince  him  oFthe  truth  of  ’Mahometanism* 
She  prayed  to  God,  invoked  the  Prophet,  and  poured  upon  the 
j  royal  arm  some  drops  of  her  elixir.  Immediately  the  king  felt 
his  arm  restored  to  its  usual  powers  of  activity,  and  he  ex¬ 
claimed  in  a  transport  of  joy,  O  divine  woman,  wonder  of  na¬ 
ture,  thy  elixir  has  restored  me  to  life;  therefore  thine  is.ellil 
possess;  govern  me  and  my  kingdom  with  absolute  power- *  jl 
Will  acknowledge  no  other  sovereign,  no  other  .master  than 
love.  He  then  threw  himself  on  his  knees,  and  .  was  proceeding 
!  io  embrace  Malouka,  when  his  arm  was  again  paralysed.  ffer- 


Ifrith  him  for  some  time.  I  am  penetrated  with  the  tritth  Qf 
yyhat  you  have  said,  (replied  the  king):  pray  to  God  for  me,  and 
in  hjs  name  give  me  a  strong  dose  of  elixir.  She  gave  a  double 

K»rtion,  and  the  palsy  was  cured.  The  king  could  not  resist 
is  second  evidence  of  the  power  and  mercy  of  the  true  (Jod  : 
licentious  love  was  dissipated,  and  he  behaved  with  the  most 
profound  respect  to  her.  He  permitted  her  to  quit  his.pplace, 
iiid  Malouka  resolved  never  to  visit  it  again  until  she  found  that 
he  had  triumphed  over  his  passion. 

The  lords  of  the  court  and  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
city  offered  their  houses  to  Malouka.  Among  others  was  a 
venerable  old  man,  who  brought  the  keys  of  his  apartments, 
begging  her  to  accept  of  th&m.  He  was  much  respected  for 
nis^  wisdom  and  virtues,  but  he  was  in  humble  circumstances, 
he  mansion  of  die  poor  (said  he)  is  the  revered  habitation  of 
le  saints':  At  my  house  thou  wilt  find  nothing  but  the  coarsest 
ecommodation,  and  none  but  the  essential  articles  of  life.-r- 
he  produce  of  my  garden  furnishes  my  table.  I  live  in  soli- 
ade.  The  miser,  the  ambitious  man,  or  the  libertine,. never 
pproach  me.  You  offer  me  (replied  Malouka)  an  abode  which 
our  virtues  render  preferable  to  the  palaces  of  kings.  I  accept 
f  your  offer,  but  on  condition  that  I  shall  not  enjoy  this  de- 
Jhtful  retreat  free  of  expense.  She  then,  in  company  with 
airim  and  Haroun-Yek,  Went  with  Moharam  to  bis  house.  ~  > 
The  king  was  greatly  surprised  when  he  heard  that  Malouka 
lad  retired  to  the  house  of  so  poor  a  man  ;  but  not.  wishing  to 
brce  her  to  return  to  the  palace,  he  sent  a  large  sum  of  money 
o  Malouka  to  rebuild  the  house  in  a  magnificent  manner, 
ihd  to  purchase  all  the  estates  round  it.  She  politely  refused 
:he  money,  but  preserved  a  casket  of  jewels  which  was  also  sent 
x>  her.  Tell  his  majesty  (said  Malouka  to  the  bearer  of  the 
Present)  1  have  no  occasion  for  the  money  he  has  sent  me.— 
his  world,  which  appears  so  stupendous  in  the  eyes  of  tbd 
iftbitious,  is  but  a  part  of  the  vast  universe.  In  this  division 
t  every  person,  every  family  has  a  right  to  subsistence  \  atultbi® 


y 
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ssw  has/i?ut,“  r^rr^;-r=hg‘" 

"he  .fcwl,  <“f  neSSol  for  me :  I  de«?e  no 

Provide!^.  I  ha  a  jewels  which  tHe  king  has  so  gene- 
more.  vv  ltji  regara  w  iuc  jc  j  wigh  tor  no  other 

rov,sly  sent  me^thej  ar  f  urse  of  wise  and  good  men,  and 

pearls  for  my  ears  man  g  d  wher)  my  hand  can  open  to 

fee  ^mplamts  of  the^ffl»ct^,  ana  wnei,  than 

ameliorate  the  dtslre^  Noth^thstandinff,  to  shew  my  sob- 

. with  a  topaz  or  £  ronj^  ««  accept  Qf  &em  as  a  temporary 
SSS^datfon,  ^  will  enable  me  to  discharge  the  «- 

SSfylw-ta .and  her  emment 

admiration  of  all  the, “®t: JJJlfiected  iourney  to  Egypt;  and  she 
her  attention  upon  her  pi  ^  t^e  p[ace  Qf  her  husband’s 
dispatched  two  expresses,  P  inteiligence  of  him. 

birth;  the  other  to  the/crtyot  to  his  native  place. 

The  na  _  •  J  npAiin  Cdnrmcr  his  voyage;  and  the  other,  who 


1 1 


dlAivv,^  -pyr-'  ,  ^amniic  fnr  Arabia.  YVeSUiMJ 
had  departed  a  month  ^Lfabsence,  he  had  heard  no  ’ 

this  part  of  the  history.  Du  g  “is .a.^.  of  recejviDg  letters 
.Intelligence  of  MaloU  )  m  otber  inconveniences  which  ; 

•at  such  a  distance,  ^ded  to  ^manyomer^  ^ 

might  prevent  hishearing,  i- nocked  at  the  door— no  one;! 

&PO° i1*8 ffgL ck X ii^a^tKen  demanded  who  was 
answered:  he  knocked! sgaii n  midnight.  He  an-! 

there  at  $o_  unseason able  an  >  e  ran  from 

sweted  Mahmoud  Kourdac.  ^  everv  plrson  by  announcing; 
chamber  to  chamber  av/ake  g  d^P  opened,  Mahmoud 
the.  arrival  ofethe  master- more  numerous: 

entered  and  beheld  htmseh  su  roundea^Dy^^  ^  & 

■suite  than  he  was  .accustom  *  f  j  fs  pertidious  brother 
*SsOf  V8Xi£!£2£«SZ  washpoer.rnved  on  every 


ceived  some  swfolevent  bad^tatten  J-jy-  £e 

loqka,  nor  any  of  his  .  ,  ‘ «  *0  Retire  to  her  apartment,  bud 
was  dead  or  dying  •.  he  a!m  Wcried  he}  what  fetal  event  .has 
.they  prevented  him.  A  to >  •  ^  ^ost  k5  to  me !  Throwing 
.occurred >  I  Jav^lost  all  th  t  ^  Dissemble  not  (said  hd) 

brooJ 

(sgid -N  abi s  kay)°m yk  ue  friend, 
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me  your  executioner  ?  Ah  !  my  brother,  (replied  Mahmoud) 
abridge  my  torment — kill  me  at  once.  Thy  wife  (answered 
Nabiskay)  has  been  convicted  of  adultery,  ana  sentenced  to  be 
cast  into  the  den  of  lions!  Mahmoud  remained  petrified  with 
horror.  After  some  time,  he  exclaimed.  She  is  not  guilty— 
she  has  been  condemned  unjustly ! — Perish  the  wretches  whp 
have  calumniated  her! — Who  are  they  ? — where  is  the  judge? 
—who  were  the  witnesses  ?• — and  why  did  not  you,  my  brother, 
watch  over,  and  preserve  her,  and  vindicate  her  innocence  ?  It 
was  because  I  was  fully  convinced  of  her  guilt,  (replied  his  bre* 
ther)  yet  I  have  never  ceased  to  shed  tears  for  her  melancholy 
end.  Who  was  the  magician  who  could  fascinate  the  eyes  and 
corrupt  the  virtue  of  Malouka  ?  (rejoined  Mahmoud).  It  was 
(replied  Nabiskai)  a  young  man  of  uncommon  beauty,  whom  I 
met  on  the  staircase,  and  whom  three  irreproachable  witnesses 
found  in  her  apartment,  but  who  vanished  like  an  aerial  being 
when  observing  me.  Do  I  know  the  judge  and  the  witnesses'? 
Mouzaffer  was  the  judge,  (answered  the  brother)  whom  you 
esteem ;  and  thy  good  neighbours,  Schabour,  Banouan,  and, 
Calcof,  were  the  witnesses.  1  never  had  any  dispute  with  any 
of  them,  (said  Mahmoud)  notwithstanding  I  am  so  convinced 
of  her  innocence,  that  as  soon  as  T  see  them  I  shall  cover  them 
with  shame  and  confusion.  You  can  never  see  them,  (replied 
Nabiskai)  the  Lord  Mouzaffer  was  killed  by  a  tiger  in  a  heigb- 
bouring  forest  a  few  months  since  j  and  the  others  were  crushed! 
to  death  by  the  falling  of  a  mosque,  as  they  \vere  at  morning 
prayer.  Then  I  will  resign  myself  to  my  grief— leave  me  N% 
biskai — return  to  your  house — I  desire  not  your  company. 

Nabiskai  was  rejoiced  at  departing,  but  remorse  preyed  upon 
his  mind.  When  he  was  gone  Mahmoud  desired  that  the  door 
should  not  be  opened  to  any  person  whatever,  and  that  none  of 
his  slaves  should  disturb  him.  He  thus,  in  deep  solitude,  passed 
nearly  two  months,  reflecting  on  his  affection  and  indulging  & 
grief.  So  great  was  his  anguish,  that  he  could  not  bear  to  see 
any  thing  that  recalled  the  memory  of  Malouka  to  his  mind,  * 
and  consequently  sold  his  house  and  estates,  and  he  resolved  to. 
make  a  settlement  in  the  island  of  Nedget,  merely  because  it 
was  situated  at  a  great  distance  from  his  present  place  of  resi¬ 
dence. 

He  prepared  his  equipage,  and,  notwithstanding  the  repug¬ 
nance  he  had  to  see  his  brother,  he  went  to  bid  him  adieu.  He 
found  him.  seated  near  a  wall,  with  his  back  turned  to  the  win¬ 
dows,  and  appearing  like  a  blind  man  asking  charity.  Hfc 

Eitied  his  condition,  and,  after  the  usuai  compliments,  informed 
#  im  of  -his  departure.  Thy  deplorable  situation  (said  he)  has 
induced  me  to  communicate  something  of  importance  to  you.— 

I  am  going  to  settle  in  the  solitary  island  of  Nedget.  where- 
there  is  a  pious  woman,  who  is  denominated  the  Holy  Woman'* 
and  who  performs  prodigious  miracles-  I  have  confidence  that*' 
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,will>  the  breath  of  her  I' 

f  few  jg*^fSfiS3  '  i 

tbemicy  Tyoar  »'av“d“S  ^l&3dii» ‘nSSS™?  - 

guilt :  but  he  could  not  refuse  the  otter  r  ana  uicy  u 

tor  the  island.  travelling,  there  were  many  ,-ex- 

Durlng  the  time  they  were  ttaveui^  ^  f  Cobba^  the 

traordinary  events  took  place  in  the  •  .  eatiiMC*  As 

king.  o'  a“  re^MTInin  ‘SS  eSl,  *n 

the  crown  was  elective,  and  wome  •  _  ,  the  honour 

people  chose  Malopka  -for  W**' 5wo  dda ppo£s  hpr 
offered  her,  as  the  priests  3^®wfb  cf  election  the  priests 

S^TjTf ,:«th  w» 

amidst  the  loud  acclamations  f  a8  annifilSe/, 

took  such  efficient  measures,  that  Paganism  was  «m 
and  the  Mahometan  religion  established.  .  . 

Mdlouka,  amidst  the  splendour  of  roy^ ty ,  often  he^e?  a 
for  him  dearest  to  hen  She  had  even  S  j£ 

lettlnoMahmoudMdnnhpr^nt^ ”^2£”S,h0eS 
of  a  royal  ambassador,  to  Arabia,  ij ue  amu  .  QteUigeiwe 

Sa^CnS^  JS 

ro^almistress^oud.g  arrivalamessei^erwassent^to^denaand  an 

-audience  of  him,  as  deputed  by  the  Queen  of.Betoudg.^i  g»w 
ah  audience  (said  Mahihoud)  with  astonishmeutto|oai^a^ 
‘dor.— ‘What  does  all  this  mean  >--Do  Jf1  S£to£ 

Tor  some  prince  whom  I  may  chance  to  msemb  •  . 

doct  me  to  your  master.  Haroun-Yek,  Maiim^ 

received  him  with  the  most  profound  re®P«*- 
viewed  the  whole  of  this  mysterious  business 
he  was  more  astonished  when  the  ambassador  took 
closet,  harangued  him  in  form,  and  presented  h*s  letter* 

•him.  -What  were  his  feelings  when, 
he  found  the  royal  signature  Malouka,  thy  faithful  u  »®  > 
df  Beloudg-?  /Notwithstanding  these.  documents,  Mahmoji 
viewed- the  whole  as  an  illusion  of  the  senses.  . 

(said  he  to  the  ambassador)  the  great  Schahbal,  Kang  of  the 
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Gemi .  I  am  not  Schahbal,  (answered  Hatoun- Yek)  and  to 
convince  you^of  the  reality  of  the  facts  I  mention,  in  this  other 
letter  1  now  give  you  will  be  found  a  faithful  narration  of  her 
history.  , 

Mahmoud  was  now  fully  convinced,  and,  embracing  the  am¬ 
bassador  ,  they  proceeded  towards  Beloudg.  Mahmoud,  enraged 
at  the  infamous  conduct  of  his  brother,  would  have  killed  him, 
had  not  Haroun-^  ek  prevented  him,  by  persuading  him  to  dis¬ 
semble  and  conduct  him  to  the  queen.  The  scene  when  Man 
louka  first  saw  her  adored  husband  may  be  better  imagined  than 
described.  Malouka  was  complimented  by  her  subjects,  who 
conferred  upon  Mahmoud  the  title  ot  prince  and  viceroy  of  the 
kingdom  $  the  queen  also  made  him  superintendant  of  good 

Providence  so  ordered  it,  that  the  first  person  .who  applied  to 
Mahmoud  for  the  exercise  of  his  benevolence  was  Monzouf,  the 
merchant,  who  sold  Malouka.  Upon  a  public  day,  when  the 
queen  sat  to  dispense  her  blessings  to  the  afflicted,  she  addressed 
both  Monzouf  and  Nabiskai  in  animated  terms,  convicting 
them  of  the  flagrant  enormity  of  their  crimes.  They  both  con¬ 
fessed  their  guilt.  Nabiskai,  who  was  ignorant  that  the  queen 
was  Malouka,  cried,— I  wished  to  seduce  the  most  virtuous  of 
women  $  and,  full  of  rage  that  she  resisted  me,  I  made  a  false 
accusation  against  her :  I  perverted  witnesses :  I  bribed  an  ini¬ 
quitous  judge,  who  condemned  her  to  death  ;  and  this  was  the 
wife  of  my  brother.  The  queen  rose  from  her  seat,  poured 
some  elixir  upon  his  eyes,  and  he  beheld  Malouka:  as  did 
Monzouf  They  instantly  fell  on  their  knees  $  bathed  her  feet 
with  their  tears.  The  queen  could  not  conceal  her  emotions  ; 
she  raised  them  up,  and,  elevating  her  voice,  said— Praise,  and 
thank  the  Most  High,  honour  and  glory  be  to  him  alone  1  thou 
Nabiskai  supplicate  pardon  of  my  husband  ;  I  give  thee  mine. 
The  people  made  the  vaulted  roof  of  the  palace  resound  with 
their  acclamations  at  these  events. 

Malouka  continued  to  govern  her  kingdom  with  profound 
wisdom.  She  made  salutary  laws  for  restraining  the  pride  of 
the  great,  and  the  insolence  of  the  lower  classes ;  to  make 
the  rich  support  the  poor,  to  make  the  ministers  of  religion 
attentive  to  their  duties,  and  to  repress  luxury  and  excessive 
opulence.  She  then  convoked  a  general  assembly  of  the  states 
of  her  kingdom  ;  and,  having  recited  her  wise,  and  salutary 
laws,  she  descended  from  the  throne,  laid  down  the  crown  and 
sceptre,  and  thus  addressed  her  subjects:— Ye  who  have  re¬ 
spected  me  as  your  mother,  and  whom  1  lovers  my  children, 
to  govern  you  I  left  my  charming  solitude,  where  I  devoted 
myself  to  God ;  he  has  graciously  supported  me  amidst  my 
labours  for  your  happiness.  I  have  destroyed  your  abominable 
idols,  and  have  given  ybu  the  knowledge  of  the  Most  High  by 
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means  of  the  holy  Koran :  that  book  was  written  by  the  angels : 
that  book  of  truth !  You  have  nothing  more  to  expect  from 
me-  I  shall  return  with  my  husband  to  my  native  land,  that 
we  may  both  consecrate  ourselves  to  the  sublime  exercises  of  a 
life  of  holy  contemplation ;  there  we  shall  mutually  pray  with¬ 
out  ceasing.— O  Creator!  O  Omnipotent!  Pour  down  thy 
choicest  blessings  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Beloudg. 

A  confused  murmur  was  heard  throughout  the  wnole  assem¬ 
bly.  The  lords  of  the  kingdom  insisted  upon  her  continuing  to- 
wear  the  crown  j  to  which  the  grand  chancellor  added — That 
it  was  the  request  of  the.nation  that  her  august  husband  should 
share  the  government  with  her.  The  crown  was  then  settled 
upon  them  and  their  descendants.  The  queen  assented.  Mah¬ 
moud  was  crowned.  Nabiskai  was  permitted  to  return  home, 
and  receive  an  ample  fortune  from  the  king  and  queen.  Ma- 
louka  sent  ambassadors  to  Zilhadjeb  and  his  wife ;  and  Zarim, 
the  female  slave,  was  sent  home  loaded  with  magnificent  pre¬ 
sents  for  those  benevolent  persons. 

From  this  history  we  learn,— That  nothing  is  more  dangerous 
than  female  beauty. 

That  the  most  secret  crimes  will  be  discovered. 

There  is  nothing  so  useful  and  consolatory  as  prayer. 

The  afflictions  of  this  life  will  not  overwhelm  those  who  look 
up  to  heaven.  #  \ 

If  Providence  shuts  one  door  it  opens  another. 

Let  those  subsist  upon  bread  and  salt  who  repay  benefits  with 
ingratitude^  v 

This  ^history  was  written  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of 
Radjeb,  in  the  year  of  the  Hegira  ,  by  Abisaido 

Osman,  the  son  of  Elmouzafied. 


THE  END 


BASIL ; 


THE  HAPPY  FAMILY. 


A  MORAL  TALE. 


YOUNG  Basil  was  the  fruit  of  an  unfortunate  union.  His 
mother  was  of  the  ancient  House  of  Perigord,  but  being 
reduced  to  extreme  poverty,  she  was  resolved  to  marry  a  peasant 
sooner  than  submit  to  menial  service.  Her  husband  was  the 
nephew  of  a  respectable  priest,  who  had  given  him  an  education 
something  superior  to  the  village  youths.  Possessed  of  great 
integrity,  and  agreeable  in  his  manners,  he  was  respected  both 
by  his  superiors  and  his  equals.  Amelia  was  the  name  of  this 
woman.  Unfortunately,  in  her  low  estate,  she  possessed  a  degree 
of  pride  which  would  have  been  unpardonable  even  in  a  state  of 
opulence.  She  was  ever  reflecting  upon  her  family  nobility. 
In  vain  did  her  husband  use  every  method  to  reconcile  her  to 
her  situation ;  by  every  tender  assiduity  he  strove  to  set  her 
mind  at  ease,  but  in  vain.  _  His  attention  was  treated  with  con 
tempt,  and  rejected  with  disdain.  Such  conduct  deeply  affected 
him.  He  loved  her,  and  often  would  exclaim,  “  If  I  had  a 
child,  it  would  be  the  means  of  reclaiming  Amelia:  nature 
would  sbften  that  heart  which  pride  renders  inflexible.”  Many 
years  elapsed  ere  bis  wishes  were  fulfilled :  at  length,  Allard 
saw  himself  a  father.  He  beheld  his  son  with  transports  of 
joy :  he  pressed  him  to  his  bosom :  he  regarded  him  as  a  cer 
tain  pledge  of  his  felicity.  _  He  was  deceived :  habits  once  form¬ 
ed  are  with  difficulty  changed. 

Allard’s  tenderness  for  Iris  son  was  not  limited  to  frivolous 
caresses.  He  was  resolved  to  mould  his  mind  to  virtue  and  to 
tenderness.  He  gave  him  every  advantage  which  personal  ia- 
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etruction  and  a  good  education  could  procure.  He  carefully 
studied  the  movements  of  his  heart,  the  play  of  his  affections. 
He  wished  that  Basil  should  find  every  thing  agreeable  and 
pleasant  to  his  infant  ideas,  sensible  that  first  impressions  fre¬ 
quently  stamp  the  future  character.  As  little  Basil  grew  up,^ 
he  exhibited  a  heart  of  sensibility,  a  pleasant  disposition,  and  a 
livelv  conception,  but  was  rather  inclined  to  levity,  and  he  also 
was  possessed  of  vanity.  His  figure  was  agreeable,  his  physiog¬ 
nomy  attracting,  and  nis  manners  elegant. 

As  the  powers  of  reason  were  developed,  his  fathei  careftuly 
marked  their  progress.  He  did  not  accustom  him  to  argue,  but 
to  feel.  He  walked  with  him  in  the  fields,  pointed  out  to  him 
the  most  beautiful  parts  of  rural  scenery.  Basil  was  charmed 
with  the  luxuriant  prospects  before  him;  he  was  delighted  with 
the  singing  of  birds;  the  enamelled  meadows  ail'd  the  hiHs,  co¬ 
vered  with  rich  pasture  with  the  cattle  grazing  on  them,  afforded 
him  sensible  pleasure.  His  father  took  him  to  the  country 
walks  •  he  there  beheld  the  innocent  festivities  of  the  peasantry. 
In  presenting  him  with  these  portraits  of  rural  felicity, he  wished 
to  attach  his  heart  to  a  life  of  rustic  labour.  Allard  was  fearful 
that  his  wife  would  disapprove  of  his  mode  of  education.  Ame¬ 
lia  groaned  in  obscurity ;  she  no  longer  enjoyed  the  privileges 
of  rank  which  she  had  enjoyed,  but  she  was  determined  that  her 
son  should,  in  some  respect,  represent  what  sue  had  been  :  she 
dressed  him  in  a  style  far  superior  to  the  young  peasants  of  the 
village  •  she-  exhorted  him  not  to  be  in  habits  of  familiarity  with 
them:  she  told  him  of  his  llastrious  ancestors;  m  fine,  she 
used  every  endeavour  to  implant  principles  of  pride  in  his  heai  t. 
Allard,  with  simple  philosophy,  sought  not  for  happiness  in 
onulence  or  titles.  For,  to  eradicate  the  sentiments  of  pride 
wPhich  Basil  might  receive  from  his  mother,  he  endeavoured  to 
inspire  him  with  ideas  of  humility  and  benevolence;  he  inspired 
him  with  those  tender  sentiments  which  he  himself  experienced. 
He  made  him  experience  the  pleasure  that  ever  attends  a  good 
action.  Sometimes  would  he  say  to  Basil,— ‘‘  Our  neighbour 
is  sick  perhaps  his  labourers  may  be  idle  or  bad  agriculturists ; 
we  willPhasten  to  assist  him;  we  will  preside  over  h  is  work¬ 
men  •  we  will  take  our  horses,  and  you  yourself  shall  guide  the 
dough.”  Basil  accompanied  his  father,  and  applied  himself 
Assiduously  to  the  labours  of  the  field.  Allard  was  delighted 
with  his  son.  He  warmly  applauded  those  good  actions  which 
he  had  inspired.  For,  to  guard  his  heart  against  the  corruption* 
of  vice  he  was  anxious  to  attach  him  to  the  pleasures  of  fnend- 
ShiS  and  thl  still  softer  joys  of  love.  Lucia  and  Marcellus  were 
of  the  same  age  as  Basil ;  they  were  formed  for  tenderness. 
Allard  invited  the  brother  and  sister  to  his  house,  and  superin¬ 
tended  their  juvenile  pastimes. 
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Basil  was  now  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  had  experienced  a 
change  he  could  not  account  for.  He  grew  weary  of  those  ob-  . 
iects  that  had  formerly  amused  him ;  every  day  he  became  more, 
thoughtful,  and  appeared  disquieted  without  the  smallest  occasion 
for  diagrin.  When  not  with  Lucia,  he  loved  best  to  be  alone  $ 
even  Marcellus,  his  friend,  was  unable  to  soothe  his  pensive 
hours.  Basil  and  Lucia  would  walk  together,  and  conduct  their 
flocks  into  the  most  solitary,  places,  and  pass  the  whole  day 
without  speaking,  and  yet  without  being  wearied.  They 
looked  at  each  other ;  they  sighed,  and  looked  again.  Some¬ 
times  the  evening  shades  drew  on  ere  they  thought  of  returning 
to  the  village.  “  My  Father  will  be  angry  with  me,”  said 
Lucia.  “  My  mother  will  reprove  me,”  replied  Basil  $  “  but, 
my  dear  Lucia,  I  fear  nothing,  provided  I  could  pass  every  .day 
wiith  you.  I  cannot  tell  the  cause,  but  I  feel  such  a  pleasure 
when  we  are  together.  I  love  my  father.  Notwithstanding, 
Jam  ashamed  to  say,  Lucia,  I  love  you  better  than  him.”  “  And 
I,”  replied  Lucia.  “  But  Basil  it  is  wrong  for  us  not  to  love  our 
parents ;  they  are  so  good  to  us.”  , 

The  father  of  Basil  and  the  parents  of  Lucia  satv  with  satis¬ 
faction  the  inclination  of  the  lovers-  They  thought  them  worthy 
of  each  other,  and  proposed  uniting  them.  Allard  especially 
hoped  that  such  an  alliance  might  be  formed,  that  the  charms 
of  love  might  bind  Basil  to  his  native  fields.  .  The  parents  of 
Lucia,  penetrated  with  affection  for  her,  accepted  with  grati¬ 
tude  the  proposal  made  by  Allard,  pot  only  because  he  rules 
the  most  opulent,  but  the  most  virtuous  inhabitants  of  the  Can¬ 
ton.  It  was  requisite  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  mother  of 
Basil:  his  father  charged  him  to  speak  to  her  himself  on  the 
subject.  “  My  child,”  said  he,  “  thou  knowest  how  I  love 
thee.  I  am  arrived  at  that  age,  when  my  chief  felicity  consists 
in  the  pleasure  you  can  give  me.  You  alone  occupy  my 
thotights.  I  wish  you  to  be  happy,  and  also  that,  before  I- die, 
I  may  witness,  that  happinessl  Thou  art  very  young,  yet  can 
you  be  too  young  to  be  happy?  I  wish  yon  to  marry.  It  is 
Lucia,  that  Lucia  whom  you  are  so  attached  to,  though  you 
never  spoke  td  me  respecting  her  that  I  have  selected  for  your 
wife.  Her  parents  have  consented,  but  I  beseech  you,  by  the 
most  pressing  entreaties  and  caresses,  persuade  your  mother  not 
to  oppose  a  marriage  so  eligible.  Revere  thy  mother,  but  bfe 
not  seduced  by  her  lofty  sentiments.  My  son,  my  dear  son, 
never  think  of  abandoning  the  profession  of  your  father.  It  is 
a  life  of  tranquillity,  innocence,  and  virtue.  The  laborious  part 
of  our  occupation  you  have  strength  to  perform.  1  will  aid 
you  by  my  experience :  you  shall  serve  thy  father ;  you  shall 
near  the  voice  of  friendship,  and  you  will  be  in  prosperity. 
Peace  and  joy  will  gladden  our  family.  Reflecting  upon  thee, 
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preliminary  step  to  which  must  have  been  an  acknowledgment 
of  her  own  guilt.  She  pined  in  sadness;  a  fever  attacked  her , 
and  her  life  was  despaired  of.  Allard  and  Basil  were  unwearied 
in  their  attention  ;  Basil  wept  bitterly.  The  scene  was  deeply  1 
impressive.  Amelia  could  not  withstand  the  powerful  effect  it 
was  calculated' to  produce.  Maternal  affection,  gratitude,  and 
sympathy,  triumphed  over  pride.  Stretching  out  her  arms,  with 
one  she  embraced  her  husband,  while  the  other  encircled  her 
son:  she  fainted.  Upon  her  recovery  a  delirium  succeeded; 
she  sprang  from  the  bed,  threw  herself  at  the  feet  of  Basil/ whom 
ghe  imagined  was  her  husband;  and,  bathing  them  with  tears, 
implored  his  pardon  for  having  caused  him  so  much  grief  and 
anxiety.  She  clung  round  his  knees,  crying,  “  O  restore  your 
affection  to  your  son— he  is  innocent — I  alone  am. guilty The 
clergyman,  the  physician,  the  women  present,  all  were  in  tears,' 
while  Basil  and  Allard  were  uttering  cries  of  despair.  Chablais,  i 
the  physician,  ordered  her  to  be  placed  in  the  bed  again,  and, en¬ 
deavoured  to  tranquillize  the  minds  of  the  persons  around  her, 
and  assured  them  that  the  fit  of  delirium  might  ultimately  prove 
of  essential  service.  He  was  justified  in  his  opinion,  by  the  fa¬ 
vourable  symptoms  which  soon  appeared.  She  was  charmed 
with  the  sympathetic  attention  she  received.  “  I  may  yet  be 
happy,”  said  she,  Weeping.  “  I  have  found  in  you  the  best 
friend,  the  kindest  husband,  the  most  virtuous  of  men. — l  am 
unworthy  of  you ;  my  odious  pride  has  made  roe  spurn  thy  kind¬ 
ness  :  if  restored  to  life,  how  will  my  conduct  be  changed.” 
Allard  could  reply  only  with  tears  ana  caresses.  Amelia  gra¬ 
dually  recovered";  and,  one  day,  when  she  was  able  fully  fc 
enter  into  conversation,  her  husband  thus  addressed  her  “  Mj 
dear  Amelia,  you  will  not  be  offended  if  the  man,  who  is  unitec 
to  you  by  the  dearest  ties  of  friendship  and  affection,  shoulc 
speak,  with  candour,  the  sentiments  of  truth.  Think  not  1  beat 
any  resentment  in  ifiy  bosom  for  your  past  conduct :  if  I  con¬ 
template  your  failings,  I  find  them  overbalanced  by  your  virtues 
In  making  me  unhappy,  you  render  yourself  miserable.  Tbii 
will  always  be  the  case,  when  pride  sets  us  above  those  witf 
whom  it  is  our  destiny  to  live.  If  you  duly  consider  those  fe 
males  whom  your  mayriage  has  rendered  your  equals,  perhap 
in  their  society  you  will  not  feel  that  disgust  which  you  hay< 
conceived  for  them.  The  early  part  of  your  life  was  framed  it 
a  house  which  your  parents  denominated  a  castle.  Your  birt.l 
precluded  you  from  following  those  occupations  which  tend  t< 
ameliorate  care,  and  which  afford  delight. .to  the  mind.  Tli< 
labour  is  undoubtedly  great,  but  what  can  be  more  varied,  mor< 
fascinating,  or  productive  of  the  most  interesting  ideas,  than  rura 
industry.  My  uncle  often  told  me  (and  he  had  travelled  int< 
many  countries,  his  simplicity,  rectitude,  and  knowledge,  mak 
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ing  him  every  where  respected)  that  he  had  often  seen  great 
lords  and  learned  men  astonished  at  the;conversationof  villagers, 

'  pleased  with  their  discourse,  and  delighted  with  the  energy  of 
|i  their  reasoning.  Never  disdain  persons  in  humble  life,  pro¬ 
vided  they  are  honest  and  sensible.  Treat  us  as  men  make 
yourself  beloved  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  village.  “  I  will 
not  promise  any  thing,”  interrupted  Amelia,  “  but  you  shall  see 

me  act.”  .  .  , 

Immediately  she  divested  herself  of  those  ornaments  of  dress 
which  distinguished  her  from  thex  female  inhabitants  of  the  vil¬ 
lage,  and  dressed  herself  in  all  the  simple  attire  of  a  villager* 

She  then  hastened  to  theliouse  of  a  neighbour,  the  good  Toinette. 
Astonished  to  receive  a  visit  from  Amelia, .  and  to  behold 
her  in  a  rustic  dress,  she  could  not  avoid  expressing  her  surprise. 

"  Good  God  ?  is  it  you  who  come  to  visit  me,  you  who  conde¬ 
scend  to  enter  the  house  of  a  labouring  peasant.’  — My  hus¬ 
band,”  cried  Amelia,  “  has  opened  mine  eyes.  His  cares,  his 
goodness,  his  tenderness,  have  penetrated  me  with  gratitude  and 
•  ■  love.  Reason  has  assumed  its  empire.  I  blush  for  my  past  conduct. 

I  hate  my  pride,  my  foolish  vanity.  I  wish  to  taste  those  pleasures 
which  Allard  assures  me  are  to  be  found  in  a  village.  I  wish  to  be  , 
f,  beloved.  I  ask  your  friendship  :  I  offer  you  mine  ;  and  I  shall 
think  myself  much  obliged  ii  you  will  accept  of  it.  Full  of 
gaiety  and  vavacity,  Toinette  received,  with  pleasure,  the  offer 
Amelia  had  made.  A  confidence  was  speedily  established  be¬ 
tween  them,  and  their  conversation  became  animated  and  inter¬ 
esting.  Toinette  discovered  of  her  family  concerns,  of  her  hus¬ 
band,  of  her  children,. of  the  happiness  resulting  from  har¬ 
mony  in  families,  of  the  satisfaction  we  feel  when  we  do  good  to 
our  neighbour.  She  talked  with  such  energy,  that  Amelia  was 
I  greatly  affected.  She  felt  the  impression  of  the  truths  she  had 
i  heard.  “  What !”  cried  she,  “  can  I  be  in  the  bosom  of  hap¬ 
piness,  and  yet  not  taste  of  it  ?  "Was  it  necessaiy  to  fl)  from  the 
house  of  Allard  as  soon  as  I  had  entered  it  ?  O  my  dear  friend*  , 
|  Q  niv  dear  Toinette,  aid  me  with  your  advice.  Toinette  ex¬ 
horted  her  to  renounce  false  ideas  of  glory  to  follow  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  her  heart— to  love  her  husband,  her  children— moccupy 
i  herself  with  household  affairs— and  to  make  friends  with  those 
to  whom  she  could  unbosoifi  both  her  pleasures  and  her  pains. 

I  Amelia  thanked  her,  and,  embracing  her,  requested  her  com- 
pany  at  her  house.  The  first  and  the  most  difficult  step  we  take 
|  to  return  to  the  path  of  duty,  is  to  surmount  that  false  shame 
1  w  hich  so  frequently  prevents  a  change  of  conduct.  Amelia  had 
|  ~  preat  for  nude  ;  she  feaied  not  appearing  so  different  from  wdiat 
V  she  had  hitherto  been,  because  she  knew  that  she  was  devoid  of 
si" -hypocrisy.  She  went  to  church  with  a  modest  but  unruffled 
1'  countenance  :  and  then  she  was  peculiarly  attentive  to  those 
!!' 
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who  before  she  had  treated  with  disdain.  She  saw  the  mother 
of  Lucia  ;  she  blushed,  and  evidenced,  by  her  looks,  how  much  : 
she  repented  of  her  conduct. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  village,  surprised  at  the  simplicity  of 
Amelia’s  dress,  still  more  with  her  affability,  could  not  account,- 
for  this  singular  change.  They  informed  Allard.  :'he  was  trans-J 
ported  with  ioy :  he  hastened  home,  and  there  he  found  Amelia, 
embracing  her  son,  and  pressing  him  to  her  bosom.  They 
rushed  into  each  other’s  arms ;  and,  during  this  pleasing  inter¬ 
view,  were  surprised  by  the  entrance  oFToinette:  she  em¬ 
braced  them  all  round,  and  ran  through  the  village  relating  the 
happy  reconciliation,  of  which  she  had  been  a  witness.  “  Let: 
us  celebrate  this  event,”  cried  she,  to  the  young  men  and; 
maidens.  “  Let  us  have  the  hautboes,  and  prepare  tor  a  dance  J 
I  will  provide  a  supper.”  She  ran  home,  fetched  all  the  provi-j 
sion  she  had  in  the  house,  and  brought  them  to  Amelia,  who; 
was  apprised  of  her  design.  Allard,  Basil,  and  two  females,;, 
went  to  work.  The  fire  was  kindled,  and  every  preparation 
made  for  supper  ;  each  villager  brought  his  table  and  his  chairs ; 
the  curate  sent  wine ;  he  himself  came  to  preside  at  the  feast, 
not  to  damp  the  festivity,  but  to  increase  the  pleasure.  M.  Ger¬ 
main  had  said  grace,  and  was  sitting  down  to  table,  when  Allard! 
perceived  that  Lucia  and  her  family  was  absent.  "  Let  us, 
said  he  to  his  wife,  “  go  and  fetch  those  to  the  feast  who  have 
been  kind  to  us,  but  whom  we  have  offended.”  She  took  the 
hand  of  her  husband,  and  they  went  to  the  cottage  for  Lucia: 
Toinette  and  Basil  accompanied  them.  It  was  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty  they  prevailed,  but  Basil,  on  his  knees,  solicited,  and  Lu-i 
cia,  with  her  family,  came.  She  never  appeared  more  beautiful.! 
Her  blushes  added  to  the  elegance  of  her  features ;  every  eye 
was  fixed  upon  this  charming  couple  ;  every  one  wished  to  see 
them  united.  Amelia,  assisted  by  her  husband,  did  the  he 
nours  of  the  table  with  the  greatest  propriety  ;  while  enjoyin 
the  pleasures  of  conversation,  her  brother  appeared ;  Jie  was  de 
lighted  to  view  his  sister  in  the  bosom  of  happiness.  He  aske< 
her  a  thousand  questions.  She  was  unwilling  herself  to  gratifj 
his  curiosity.  She  seated  herself  next  M.  Germain, 'the  curate 
The  worthy  pastor  related  the  whole  affair.  He  spoke  with  en 
thusiastic  delight  of  the  eonduct  of  Allard  ;  lie  passed  the  highes 
encomiums  on  the. return  of  Amelia  .to  domestic  happiness  Hi 
expressed  himself  with  that  energy,  that  rapidity,  that  warmth 
which  ever  characterises  the  discourse 'of  a  good  man,  when  hi 
is  advocating  the  cause  of  virtue.  Ormond,  the  brother  of  Lu 
cia,  heard  with  attention  and  delight;  he  never  ceased,  by  ex 
pressive  glances  of  his  eye,  to  testify  to  his  sister  his  high  satis 
faction. 

Supper  being  ended,  the  music  struck  up.  The  company 
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retired  to  the  green  to  dance.  Allard  and  his  wife  opened  the 
rural  ball.  Amelia  then  danced  with  the  father  of  Lucia ,  after 
which  he  led  hi,  daughter  to  Basil,  who  had  requested  her  hand. 
She  was  greatly  agitated.  The  heart  of  Basil  palpitated  with 
love  and  ioy  Ormond  enjoyed,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  the 
most  pffig  spectacle  nature  could  offer.  The  dawnmg  ol  the 
{Jay  caused  the  dancing  to  cease,  and  each  person  retired  to  rest, 
emaptured  with  the  innocent  pleasure  they  had  enjoyed,  and 
prepared  for  that  repose  which  would  fit  them  for  the  labour  of 
the  ensuing  day.  Ormond  was  so  fascinated  with  this  specta- 
de,  that  lie  resolved  to  pass  the  residue  of  h.s  days  among  men 
who  could  render  him  so  happy.  He  was  wearied  with  the 
wandering  life  he  had  so  long  led  :  the  society  in  which  lie  was 
forced  to  five,  was  not  congenial  to  his  inclination.  A  philoso¬ 
pher  among  people  for  ever  occupied  with  tnfles-who  sleep 
to  avoid  ennui-,  among  whom  noise  and  tumult  constilu.e  plea¬ 
sure,  and  a  man,  attained  to  study.an4eonteniplat,on,  is  viewed 
as  an  extraordinary  and  whimsical  being.  He  sighed  after  that 
moment  when  he  could  be  released  from  his  captivity  ;  but  the 
mediocrity  of  his  fortune  precluded  him  from  a  state  of  entire 
hidependence.  In  the  house  of  Allard  he  found  that,  though 
he  possessed  too  little  for  luxurious  living,  he  had  sufficient 
to  make  him  happy.  He  resolved  to  fix  there  He 

■°Md  Gemain’X  JbSe^Eieudof  all  hiS  parishiunen.,  TO. 


Vl.  Vrermaui,  liic  *  - ,  TT  r 

n*cred  with  instructing  on  this  head.  He  succeeded. 
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advice  of  an  honest  man  is,  to  simple  and  virtuous  souls,  ever 
binding.  Every  thing  was  arranged  between  the  parents.  They, 
with  equal  ardour,  desired  the  we!  fare  oft  heir  ^tadren^and  with 
eagerness  they  conducted  them  to  tne  foot  of  the  altar.  B 
atld  Lucia  swore  eternal  affection.  Lucia,  m  entering  into  the 
family  of  Allard,  augmented  their  happiness.  Ormond  found 
her  to  be  of  a  mild,  amiable,  pleasant  disposition.  Basil  knew 
yet  more  of  her  virtues  ;  he  was  her  husband :  mheiitin^  a 
^ood  fortune,  attached  to  literature,  and  oi  a  liberal  temper. 
Ormond  had  reserved  but  a  small  portion  of  what  devolved  to 
hirrfon  his  father’s  deal h  He  had  but  twenty  thousand  francs ; 
but  he  was  truly  wise.  Tnis  little  sum  appeared  to  him  not 
only  sufficient  to  satisfy  ins  wants,  bur  also  to  augment  the  hap¬ 
piness  of  the  new  married  couple.  He  consecrated  a  part  m 
purchasing  a  pleasant  house,  situated  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill, 
and  the  rest  he  laid  out  in  adjoining  lands.-  He  formed  Ins 
establishment  upon  the  principles  of  that  celebrated  philosopher^ 
(Rousseau),  who  was  so  capable  of  making  proselytes  to  nature, 
if  we  had  the  courage  to  be  truly  happy.  He  found,, in  his- 
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niece,,  the  native  goodness  and  sensibility  of  Julia.  He  gave 
her  a  manual  for  her  conduct  in  life.  This  book  was  a  treasure] 
to  her.  After.having  fulfilled  the  duties  of  religion  on  Sundays, 
she  was  closeted  with  them.  Ormond  rendered  hist  rural  ha¬ 
bitation  as  commodious  as  it  was  simple.  The  prospect  wa*  i 
charming.  Beautiful  meadows  watered  by  limpid  streams,’!  I 
fields  covered  with  corn,  trees  laden  with  fruit,  surrounded  this, 
agreeable  mansion.  The  day  he  took  possession  was  a  day  of' 
feasting,  under  the  superintendance  of  Lucia.  She  had  made  * 
the  greatest  preparations,  with  exquisite  taste,  unknown  to  Al-  ‘ 
lard  and  Basil. 

They  returned  from  labour.  They  had  been  under  a  burning 
sun,  and  they  needed  repose.  Ormond  requested  them  to  walk 
to  enjoy  the  coolness  of  the  evening.  They  consented,  but* 
what  was  their  surprise  when,  arrived  at  the  gate  o/  the  gar-j 
den,  upon  opening  which,  was  Lucia,  attired  with  simple  ele* 
gance,  with  a  great  bouquet  of  roses  in  her  hand,  and  hah 
decked  out  with  flowers.  She  did  not  give  them  time  to  speak.  ]j 
"She  took  Allard  by  one  hand  and  Amelia  by  the  other,  anc  j 
conducted  them  along  the- garden.  Basil  followed  in  silence . 
Ormond  enjoyed  their  astonishment  with  pleasure.  Thej  : 
arrived  at  an  arbour,  under  which  was  a  table  laid  out  foi  / 
supper.  It  was  covered  with  vegetables  and  roots,  new  laic 
eggs,  and  bowls  of  cream.  A  flower  bank  served  them  for 
seats,  and  the  birds  formed  an  harmonious  concert  arountj 
them.  The  beauty  of 'the  night  j  the  delightful  song  of  th< 
nightingale ;  the  murmurs  of  adjacent  rills ;  the  perfufBte  o 
flowers ;  the  trembling  of  the  leaves,  agitated  >by  a  gentle  win< 
from  the  north  :  but  above  all  the  sentiment  of  tenderness  am  j 
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satisfaction  which  pervaded  the  guests,  produced  the  mos 
exquisite  sensations,  of  pleasure.  The  countenance  of  Basi 
was  finely  expressive  of  gratitude  and  love :  that  of  Lucia  dis 
played  new  and  inimitable  graces.  Ormond  experienced  th 
pleasures  of  a  new  existence;  Lucia  and  him,  at  last,  brok 
silence.  They  sang  together  a  charming  duet,  descriptive  o 
the  joys  of  love,  the  delights  of  friendship,  the  pleasures  of  i 
rural  and  tranquil  life.  Ormond  had  an  agreeable  and  mellov 
voice.  Lucia  sang  tfie  simple  song  of  nature.  After  the  con 
elusion  of  the  singing,  Ormond  conducted  his  relations  to  thei 
new  apartments,  and  informed  them  that  they  were  at  home 
Their  astonishment  and  joy  precluded  their  replying:  the 
threw  themselves  involuntarily  into  his  arms.  Too  muc 
engaged  in  reflecting  upon  so  interesting  an  event,  to  ini 
dulge  in  sleep. 

Allard  and  Amelia  passed  the  night  in  discoursing  of  thei 
happiness.  “  Your  brother,”  said  Allard,  “  is  an  angel  com 
missioned  to  place  us  in  the  bosom  of  felicity.”  “  I  have  no 
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thing  to  wish  for,"  replied  Amelia,  “  now  I  have  regained  your 
affection ;  but  my  brother,  in  rendering  us  thus  independent, 
ji  secures  me  from  the  fears  and  anxiety  of  beholding  you  distressed 
''in  your  old  age.  His  conversation  will  amuse  youi  leisure 
hours,  and  our  mutual  labour  will  furnish  us  support.  Happily, 
my  brother  is  not  sufficiently  rich  to  let  us  or  our  children  live 
,in  idleness.”  The  next  day  Ormond  conducted  Allard  and 
Basil  throughout  all  his  estate.  “  See,  said  he  to  Basil, 

“  what  advantages  will  accrue  from  your  industry*  ilns  Jana, 
cultivated  by  your  labour,  will  serve  for  the  support  of  your 
family,  will  enable  you  to  relieve  the  poor,  and  will ;  furnish 
you  with  the  means  of  occasionally  entertaining  your  friends. 

Upon  returning  to  the  house,  Ormond  exhibited  to  the  youngj 
men  the  various  implements  of  agriculture  he  had  purchased 
for  that  purpose.  IVf .  Germain  had  procured  some  robust  atiu 
honest  labourers,  whom  he  sent  to  Allard,  with  a  message  that 
he  would  himself  inspect  their  labours  the  next  day.  Lucia 
waste  arrange  the  rural  repast.  Allard  and  his  wife  were  to 
«,  have  the  general  inspection.  The  curate  attended,  and  the 
labourers  with  Basil  were  ini  dated  -in  to  the  course  which  they 

every  day  were  to  pursue.  .  .  ,  , 

Basil  was  now  arrived  at  the  summit  of  happiness:  he  ani¬ 
mated  the  labourers  of  the  field,  by  singing  of  songs,  and  by  a 
t  courttenance  beaming  with  joy.  Every  morning  they  were 
working  until  the  sun  had  attained  its  meridian ;  they  then 
withdrew  from  the  burning  heat  to  set  down  to  a  dinner  pre¬ 
pared  by  Lucia.  They  did  eat  with  the  same  vigour  as  they  had 
worked,  and  were  thus  prepared  for  renewing  their  labour. 
At  night  a  good  supper  was  served  up,  and  this  happy  family 
!  -etirea  to  rest,  blessed  with  innocence  and  happiness.  Ormond, 
;oo  wise,  too  enlightened  to  disdain  the  conversation  of  virtuous 
villagers,  amused  them  during  the  evening  with  instructive  and 
]  “ntertaining  tales  and  histories.  Sundays  and  feast  days  were 
i  entirely  devoted  to  the  duties  of  piety  and  innocent  recreation. 

:  On  those  days  the  family  all  assembled  together.  Ormond  read 
them  a  lecture  from  some  interesting  book.  The  company 
was  too  sensible  to  be  amused  with  pious  legends,  or  the  ex- 
.  :rava°-ant  descriptions  of  some  barbarous  romances.  Ormond 
selecfed  simple  and  sublime  works,  calculated  to  promote  virtue 
i  and  discourage  vice.  To  these  lectures  succeeded  a  dance  on 
I  the  lawn,  over  which  Allard,  Amelia,  Oimond,  and  M.  Ger- 
!  main  presided.  After  vespers,  Lucia  frequently  gave  a  rural 

s  fete  to  her  friends.  . 

Basil,  under  the  superintendance  of  his  father,  beheld  ms 
i  labours  abundantly  recompenced.  Owing  to  the  fine  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  his  fields,  thev  became  the  most  productive  ot  any  m  the 
lii<"  village.  His  vines  produced  the  finest  grapes :  Ins  cattle  were 
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13  for  4s. 

The  MENAGERIE;  or,  a  Familiar  Description  of  the  most 
Remarkable  Animals.  '  ‘ 

The  AVIARY ;  or,  an  Instructive  Account  of  the  various  Fo¬ 
reign  and  Domestic  Birds. 

The  REWARD  of  VIRTUE,  a  rustic  tale,  with  ten  coloured 
plates.  • 

LIVES  of  PIOUS  PERSONS^ abstracted  from  the  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures,  embellished  with  a  portrait  of  each.  Part  ^ 

. I II II  I*  II  IPartlll. 

Ditto . 

BEAUTIFUL  GARDEN  ;  or.  History  of  Old  Henry,  embel- 
lished  with  thirteen  cuts.  - 

The  CONTENTED  COTTAGER;  or.  Moral  Lessons^  fro 
Nature  :  to  which  is  annexed  the  Butterfly,  ornamented  wi  h 
thirty-two  wood  cuts. 

PUNCH:  a  humorous  description  of  a  Fair-day,  with  thirteen 
engravings  of  the  performances  of  the  show  folks. 
EVERGOOD;  or  Picture  of  Moral  Life,  embellished  with  thir¬ 
teen  beautiful  plates.  * 

WINTER;  or  Instructive  Comforts  for  the  Fireside,  adorned 
with  thirteen  beautiful  engravings. 

YOUNG  TOMSON;  or  Effects  of  Bad  Habits,  ornamen 

With  thirteen  elegant  plates.  ,  .  ||| 

MAY-DAY :  a  Selection  of  interesting  Tales  and  choice  Poe 
embellished  with  twenty- three  beautiful  plates. 

VII  T  AGE  ANNALS  :  containing  the  History  of  Austerus  an 
Qumanus,  a  sympathetic  tale,  decorated  with  ten  coloured  places 

The  UNFORTUNATE  SAILOR,  and  his  Faithful  Dog*  e 
riched  with  ten  coloured  cuts.  $3 

The  CRIES  of  LONDON,  represented  by  thirty-two  cute 
living  characters,  and  appropriate  verses,  adorned  wit^ 
coloured  Frontispiece. 
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